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&S Deliniatedin two Sermons. 
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8 The one on the: Epiſtle of St. James, chap. 3.17, 
- The other on the Goſpel of St. Matth: chap. 2-8. 
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to the Pariſh of St. Dions Back- Church. j=ntk 


Jos 28. 28. 
Behols, the feare of the Lord, that is wiſdome,and 1 depart 
from evill_ © underſtanding. 
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wWisDomes || 
CHARACTER: 


OR, THE 


OUEEN OF GRACES. 


Set forth in a Sex Mon Preached 


atthe Aſſizes holden at Aylesbury, for the 


County of Buckingham, on Friday 
eMarch 21. Anno Dom. 1655. 


med 


By NaTta: Hardy, Miniſter of Gods Word, and Preacher | 
to the Pariſh of St. Dienis Back Church, 
: : 


PROV. 4. 7. | 
Wiſdome is the principal thing , therefore get Wiſdome', and 
with all thy getting, get underſtanding. 


Bern, Serm, 1. de Nativit; Chrifti. 

Sola que ex Dee eft ſapientia Salutaris, qua ſecundum B. Facobi 
definitionem primum pudica, deinde pacifica eft , nam ſapentia 
car nis valuptuoſa eſt yen pudica,ſapientia mundi tumnltnoſa oft, 
110 pacifica. | 
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ſold at his Shop under St. Peters Church 
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KESTTIATILE'SEEEEEESSALE 
FO FRE 


VW ORSHIPFULL, 
GEORGE T AS H,Eſq. 


High Sheriffe of the County 
of Buckingham. 


The bleffings of Wiſdomes right 
| and left hand, I 
SIR, 


S&9-8Q T7 Jour command ths ſmell Barke was firſt 
"7 launched /»ro the River, and «s now put 
'& forth to Sea; I know the ſeaſon s perillous, 
and perhaps ſhe may meet with 4 contraty 
| winde, but her Anchor of trubwill pre- 
ſerve her from ſinking in the ſharpeſs. ſtorme. + She & no 
man of Warre, wor zntends offence 19. any, :onely .« Mer- 
chant Man,: deſigned 10: advance. the ſpiritual. traffique, 
Hey outſide # plaine, but ber lading & rich. The Com- 
modities which ſhe bringeth are the incomparable Jewell 
_ of Wiſdome; t5z Amber of Purity, the Gold of Peace, 
the Silkes of Gentleneſſe and TraQableneſſe, ihe Oyl of 
Mercy, all ſorts of pretious Fruits, the Diamonds of Im- 
partiality, Sincerity, 47d theſe fetched not from the utter- 
moſt Indies, or any places of the earth, b#t the uppermoſt 

Heaven of Heavens. | ; 
To your Coaſt {Honoured Sir) (be firft putteth in, not 
doubting the Harbour of 4 favourable proteRion, — 
ronge 


\ 


—— 


though | was the wn:kilfull Carpenter, you are the Ow- 
ner; 4#d beſbdes you have 4 confiderable ſhare in hey goods, 
your prudent, peaceable, gentle, mercifull, juſt «nd yp- 
right converſation, bWing,cvideny 10, all who know you. 

Onely given teeve (Worthy Friend): to adviſe, 2h 4 
you would continue and encreaſe thir Heavenly Frade. 
True, you havecxpericnced through Divine Providence, 
bleffing your ingenious -induſtty, the advantage of traf- 
fiquing is thoſe remorer parts of the World , fonce your re- 
turne to your Native -Countrey, tht ſame Providence 
hath found out for, «vil conferred ax you an invaluable 
Jewell {« Conſort decked with a Wiſdoms Ornaments) 
«nd by her hath bleſſed yoa with thoſt pearies (Children) 
which no riches can purchaſe. Bus i the midſt of al] theſe 
enjoyments, forget not what Solomon ſaith of Wiſdomez 
Prey.3.14,t 5. The merchandiſe of iris better then the merchandiſe of 
Silver, and the gain thereof then fine Gold ; ſhe is more 
pretious then Rubies, and all che chings thou canſt de- 
fire are not ro be compared unto-her.. 

T have nothing more, but to declare $0the World "bow 
wuch I am engaged to your (elfe, and vertuoue ſecond- ſelf, 
for Multiplied Courtelies; Te Supplicate the Great 
God, for the accumulation of bs: mercies both celeſtiall 
*«#terreſtriall, o you «nd yours, «vd ſubſcribe my ſelf 


Your moſt affeRonate 


Servant, * 


Narn: Harvr. 


. 
» 
W == <a — ww — - R_ 


Wo: JaKe Sis, .- - 

But the wiſdome that is from above, t firſt 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eafie 
to be iptreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without 
Hypocriſce.. 


— graces, noneof more finevular worth, 


N11 and #niverſalextent then that of wiſdome, 


y 
Me K If you take the altitude of its dignity, you 
LS {hall finde that what the Sun is among 
_ RS the Planers, and. go/d amongſt the. Met- 
talls,the indeamong the Faculties, 8 the fghramong 
the Senſes; that is Pradence amongſt Vertues, Hence 
it is not unficly called, Cardinalium carde, the hinge 
upon whichi the other cardinal vertues turne, giving 
riiles toj#ftice, fetring bounds to remperance, purring the 
'reynes upon fortitude. yea it is 'the ſalt which-giverth'a 
ſeaſoning to all our graces. If you meaſure the s 

tude of its ###4ity, you ſhall finde that ic obſervath all 
/. bit of | ER” | ſeaſons, 


1 his Encomium 
both to juſtifie my choyce of, and-gaine your attention 
to my diſcourſe uponthis Scripture. Bur beſides both 
the geedneſſe and fulneſfe of thisgrace,there is yer 4norber 
confideration, which may render ic very acceptable ar 


might very well ſerve as a Proeminm, 


moly the fine of it,'both to the-#ecoſton | 


he occaſion of this preſent meeting youall know, is 

to hold a grend Afi3es for the righting of the injured, 

p#niſbing of offenders, deciding of differences, and re- 

dreſſing diſorders in the County ; nor is there any grace 

.thore meedfull to the accompliſhing of theſe weighty 
workes, then that of wiſdevie. : 

Theperſons to whom I am now to ſpeak are of ſeve- 

verall degrees, of fices, vacations, and no grace more uſeful 

for them all in their ſeverall| þ heres, then this of wifdeme. 

This was King Solomens hoes for himfelfe; and. fach 

z Kings 3. 19. #:choyce as God highly epproved of, Give thy ſervant 

| an nnaerftending heart, This was his Father Davids «d- 

vice to all Kings and Judges of thetarth, Fe wiſe «»d he 

inſiated, Finally;this war wAteſes his wiſh forthe -pro- 

phof Ifracl, '0h that they were meſs "Andvurely then-ic 

 Cunynor be #nſeaſonable , or avſnitable for me at this time 

befote you this excellentideſcription of iſdioe, 

\ | £ 


which 
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K - 5 * 4 PL £7» 2 > upd - » F- n mw, : 
£ Oh 
— 


which our 4peſlc hath made to my. hand in the words | 


of my Text, But the'niſdome which u from above, it 
fir#t pure, then peaceable, $0” 0 © _ 


- The wi/e wen ſpeakicig of Fiſdewe calloth her 4 rree of: P;ov.;8, 


life,” and there isone weed (froits) in the Fext, which 
giveth a fir-eccafion of .ufing that mretephoy ; conceive 
theh Wiſdowe here compared-by our Apoſile to a Tree, 
whole root is not (as othertrees)' in Earth, but Heaven 
in which reſpeR {to uſe the Philoſophers expreſſion con- 
cerning man) ſhe is 4rboy inwerſa, a tree-turned upwards, 
her fraits are both wholſome and toothſome, and thoſe of 
ſeverall ſorts : St, Fohn ſaith of the Tree of life, in the 


ſtreet of the new Feruſalem, It bare twelve manner of Rexa11.3, 


fruits , Loe here eight ſeverall fruits reckoned up as 
growing upon this tree of life, nay our: Apoſtle tells us, 
this tree is full of good fruits, to wir, of aff kindes, It 
will not then I hope ſeem tedious to you to fit for one 
houre, under the ſhadow of this tree, and feed upon the 


froits that fall from it, which being eaten and: digeſted - 


will nouriſh your ſoules to eternal! life. *' - + 
Againe, me thinketh our Apoſtle preſents: wiſdeme to 
us, under the forme of a beavtifull virgin. That he may 
wooe and win us to her efpouſals, be delineateth both 
her Parentage and her Perſon, the Emineney of the one, 
and the Excelencyof the other. Her Parentage is ſub- 
lime, ſhe being of a noble, royall, yea Divine extraQion, 
for ſhe is the wiſdome from above. Het'perſon is altoge- 
ther /ovely in every part. The candewr of pority adornecty 
her breaſts, «the: bevey of peace: drops from her lips, 
an amigble 'gentlenefie ſmileth in her powntevance, thei 


Jewell of tradtableneſſe hangs at her eares , bracelets: of 


mercyand goed freits deck her hands, and ihe watkerh 
upon the two'cvem {cet of imperiialiry and fiocrhiy; whe 
po B 2 can 


Wiſdemes Charatter. 


Gen. 1. 


can /ook upon her, and notbe ravifhed with her * if ſhe 
were in ocu's,. ſurely ſhe would be i» oſculs, and the 
truereaſon why men are no more in love with her, is, 
becauſe they doe not know her : be pleaſed then for one 
houre to take a view of her pitFure, as-itis' here drawn 
by our Apofilet> rhe life, in its ſeverall Lneaments, 

Once more, we have Wiſdome repreſented under a dou- 
ble notion, as a Dawzhrer and as a Mother, as a Dangh- 
zer, and-that of no lefle then a K:»g, the King of glory, 
yea the King of Kings. So. Alphonſus was wont to call 
her;filiem Dez, Gods Daughter, for tht is the wiſdome 
or above; as a eMother, fruitful of many, and thoſe 
ſweet children, the eldeſt-whereof is purity; or to uſe more. 
proper termes, here is wiſdowe ſer forth:as an effec#, and 
as acau[e, as aneffed? of the beſt, the firſt cauſe; as a cauſe 
of the beſt and choyceſt effe#r,(othar che words naturally 
part themſelves into theſe two Generals : 

Dignitas origints, The dignity of WiſTomes originall 
whence it «s, it the wiſdome from above. 
Utilitas effeftus, The ntility of the effsits which it 
_ produceth, in as much as.it is #i:/# pure, thes 
peaceable, eaſic ts be intreated, fail of mercy and 
goed fruits, witbont pariiality, and without Hy- 
peerifie, \ 3 | 

Of both which, whilſt I ſhall peak;and you ſhall bear, 
let us all :mplare this wiſdome from. above, that I may 
deliver my mcſſage withowt partial:ty and Hypocrifie; you 
may. be genile auditors, and taſic tobe intreated, io as we 
may henceforth lead more pyre and: peareable ronverfa- 
—_ being full of mercy, and good fruits, and {ol begin 
with. $1 7 | 

Dignitas origins, The dignity of. Wiſdomes original 
whenceit i, in thoſe words, The wiſdome thet gg win 

| Ea o0Ve, 


— 


LO ——— 


= O_ 


_————_. 
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bove.: Interpreters doe here. obſerve an Elipfis ot the: 
participle, z«Jg3o44n, bur it is eaſily ſupplied from the. 
15. verſ: of this Cbaprer, where it is expreſſed. If you- 
enquire what this meeneth, that it is from above, S. Famer 
himſelfe giveth the \«nſwer, where. he ſaith in generall, _ 
Every good gift, andevery perfet? gift is from aboue;ond'G,., ._ 
cometh down-from the Fathey of lights,” therefore- is Wiſ- | 
dome (aid to be from above, becauſe ir is one, yea the- 
brighteſt of thoſe lights whereof God is the Father, A- 
mong other attributes of God in Scripture, he- is ſaid to-+ 
be the oncly, wiſe God, both becauſe he alone is perfeRly;* 
exaQly, throughly, infinitely wiſe in himfelfe, in- which 
reſpe& the beſt of men are rather 8:44509: then odger,. 
lovers of wiſdomethen wiſe, and likewiſe becauſe as the- 
Sun-is the fountaine of ;ght, the Sea of water, ſo Ged is: 
the orizinabof that wiſdome whichis inthe creature.” 
To clear this briefly,be pleafed to know there is a thyee-' 
fo/d wiſdome, namely Carnal, ' Humane and :Divine, of- 
the f:/þ, of the head, of the heart, the firſt is «bhominable,: 
the ſecond'is laudable, the third is admirable,” ' 
:Carvall wildome is the canning, which' is in-the chil-* 
drex of this wo: ld, whereby they are wiſe to doe evill 4 this 
our Apeſtle dividerh.in the preceding verfes into earthly, 
which is a morh-eaten policy. ſenfual which's a veluptuoucs+ 
proviſion, and divel:ſs, which is a mf.hievous ſubrilty y 
all which he plainly de»yeth to be from above,” 
Natsrall is that f+gecity-which more orleſſe is inevery” 
rationall creature, to--d-ſcrrne of natural things, and- 
manage fecvlar affaires;* inftances hereof we finde at? 
thethird and fourth weſes of this chaprey;-the riders kill 
in” bridling the Horſe, 'and- the, P:/drF'in tiring abour* 
the Ship. This though itbe pature bonwmn,' yet it is Det 
donuw, implanted nature by a.divine handgandthough* 
fn B'3 Rt 


Ver.15,16.- 
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Relig.l.1.c.18, 


Iſa. 54+ 16. 


Te> apravetby awating tes, Arhryer depen: 
principally Wt 119 isflvenet. :Ix.is-by. Men. thac 


many rare crafts are found our; but: as £4GFentine truly, 
Ged gives men the-wiſwom by. which. they finds thews ant, 
they are: Gads Own words. i; Bak 


- 1 1.5 Smuletharbleweth thegtab inthe fires. and; rhet briggeth 


£ . + ry 
« 


Dan, z. 11. 


forth ax ipfttument for hi worke.z ant the\Prophet 1/ay. 
Chap.:8.26. ſpeaking ofthe H1ivbandewen, ſaith, Hi God doth inftrutÞ. 


him in diſcretion, «nddoth teach: him, and Daviel faith 
of all Eumane wiſdome..! Hi giveth wiſdowe. tothe wiſe, 
apd knawicdgetothem that know underſtanding. | 

r Satredis the miſdomwe either of Science, or of operation, 


. the: former is. that- whereby the minde is ſavingly ex- 


lightned , to diſcerne the things of God, and the my- 
ſearies. of  Salyation,,. ſapientia quaſe ſapide ſcientie, a 
ſavoury,and cardiall knowledge of ſupernatural objects, 
doth. well deſerve: the name of Wriſdome : The latter 
is that whereby a man is enabled to pxe 47ight exd of all 
his aRions, and to make chojce of the fit meanes condu- 
Cing to that end, this.is called-by the Latives Prudentia, 
and though the other be-not excluded, yet doubrleſſe 
this is principally intended in this Scripture. 

. Concerning this wifaome, our Apoſtle. ſaith moſt jult-. 
ly.zt. s.from above, ina peculiar manner, owing its origi- 
nal to God,,andthatin two reſpets. | 


\ i 


1. In 4s much as it « no where taught but in Gods. 


Word, the Srhools of Phileſopbers. give many excellent 


decuments of morall prudence, but Religious wiſdome, 


is onely ro be leaxned inthe ſchool of the Scriptures.. To 


ame. with.a fingle eycarGods glory, and our.own Sulun- 


 tionas the ſopream:end, To walke::in thoſe: paths of 


faith, repentance _and.obedience,. ſelfe denyall, induping- 
the Crefie, and imitation'ef Chriſt,. which lead-10 thelg. 


< - 


Jl -hawve created the. 


ends, 


——— = —_ 


"iſumne Chara@th. = _— 


.ends, areVefſons onely ro: be-found in Holy: Wret;. chicke 
are they1ſaith rhe: Apoitho"Panl7 which arc able 10 mate 
Wiſe unto Sulvation; no wonder heexhort the. Coloſſi- 
ans, Let the word of Chriſt dwell richly in you in all wiſ- CoL3.t6. 
dome ;\ this weter of life being ts be had ini no other Well 
butcharof gods Yor)! tf 5 -1,195 NW ERIS 

. "2. Thias much as it # 4 fengular gift of the Sanffifying Colol.ug. * 
Spirit, the Bpirbite by which Saint Paw! charaRter:zeth 

this wiſaome 1s, Spiritaall,and that for this reaſon (ſaith Paven. in C0. 
the Learned Davenens) Quia per fpiritum Chrifti gemera- tof. 

Fur ,voninpenio weſtre comparatur, becaulc-it is not &riput- 

red byur Wit, tbat infuſed by Gods Spirit. There « 4 ſþ1- 

uit in mn [arch Blibs) and the inſpiration of the Almighty TEES: 

giveth waar ſtanding ; Mans ſpirit is able to underſtand Ew. 
much, but ro the underftanding'of 'D.vine things, there 

maſt be-an i»ſir«ion of the Alwixhrty:''The truth is, 

whereas hamane is attained Deo aſprrante, God aſiitine, 

this D/vme wiſdome is onely co be” obtained Deo znſpi- 

rante, God inſpiring with an eſpecial grace. 


I ſhur opthis with char Conyſel! of aur dpofele,; ifany James r, x. 


- of you luck weſdomee let him auk of God.it cometh down from 


«bove, let us lift up our eyes, and herds, nnd hearts above 

forir. This wiſ#ome (as Clemens Alexandrinwselegant- 
Iy) it dyogdimnx br 22216 a17gyon; lat; 18 W068: ſold onrerth . 3. FO IINY 
bnt in Heaven, andibyou will knowehe-priveirispruyes. = 
Splowon in bis iProverds.iſairh {in one: wrerfe, The Long ©r0v.2-6,7. 
giveth wiſdeme, and inthe next, The. Lord Lohevb wp ſound 

wiſdome ; the Treaſury wherew hit layerh "it up 'is' his 

IVord, the Trlkfurirc bis:.Sprrit,. and. zto ey that .un- 

lock&b this Treaſwry niprigeataskodnctbe will give; Tac 

our r7equeiFs aſcend to him, and hiswiſulowe will deſcend 


 bawvusy.:ndas the. Rewer s:tharvome fromthe'Sec,' return 


rhicher, Co this wyfdamedoming from Grd, leads usbuck 


32m : to 


—_ 


| Triſdemer CharaGer. 


ro-him; by:worbing in-us:thoſe- graces) of. purity, prece, 
mercy, which reſemble him:And ſo1amfaln uponthe. 
Utility: of wiſdomes effetts, 1t s firſt pure, then peace- 
able, &c. IDS 4 ty 2 BAS 
. ' The number of theſe effeRs is by ſome reduced. to ſe- 
ven, and ſo they oppoſerthem ta' the ſewen deadly ſons, 
compare themto the ſeves: gifts of tbe Spirit;- reſemble 
them to the ſeven. P:llays which wiſdome heweth to build 


#he houſe where-ſhe vouchſafeth ro dwell. By others the 


- #umber is inlarged 10 eight, and ſo they-obſcrve a fit cor- 


reſpondency in them to the eight beatirndesfour of which, 
(to wit) pity, peace, meekneſſe, mercy, are here expreſly 
mentioned, andthe ref may be caſily peraleF'd, as ifall 
the qualifications fiiting for beſſedneſſe , were ſo many 
.m4;ds of honovr attending on this 2ween of Wiſdome, . 
> . If you deſire 4 Logical diſpoſing of theſe effet#s; you 
.may conſider wiſdeme in reference to God and men, in 
regard of God ſhe is pure, in regard of all men ſhe is peace- 
able, diſtreſſed men, mercifall, in her carriage towards 


«i: vememmies, gentle, love of friends without hypecrifie, to- 


\wards:;g00& men, full of good fruits, and inher cenſures 


of cvill mes, without partiality. - | 


Bur'I ſhall in hendl;ng them follow the order in the 


: . "1ext., And\as Printers firſt (er-the ſeverall /erters, and 


then clap on the: ſheets, or as Gardiners firſt gather the 


flowers apart, and then binde them together,ſo ſhall I'di- 
' NtinRly wnfold,and then joyntly «pply them with all poſ- 


fible brevity and perſpiculty 
-::T. That which firſtoccurrethito be.handled is wiſdowes 
-pirity:;; for {o:is-the order. of the qwords; the wiſdome 
| from above &-firſt Pure, DER £011 07 Bin Vi & EIIOIET he 
- Indeed when:we obſerve what precedeth, we may. well 
infer. that which fofowcth, : wiſdome being; from above, 
- - muſt 


C©3 & - 


* 


Wiſdomes Charatter 


muſt needs be pare ; ſuch as is the cavſe, ſuchis rhe 
effe#, I is impoſſible the leaft der&reſe ſhould pro- 
ceed from the Father of lights, and as no anclees thing 
can «ſcend thithey , ſa neither can it deſcend thence, 
It is obſervable in w4twre , that all things as they are 
higher, ſothey arc porer, the watey then the earth, the 
#ire then the water, the fre then the aire, the ſtars then 
the fire ; how pure then muſt wiſdome needs be, 
which is from above the Stars, even from the higheſt 
Heavens! - 
The Adverb #g5re, fr #, here prefixed, would not be 
paſſed by, as intending not onely a priority of order but 
hononr , indeed purity is the chiefe#- leſſon in wiſdomes 
ſchool, the richeſt jewel in her Cabinet, and the ſweetefs 
flower in her Garden, if you obſerve, you will finde it 
both the «, and the o, the firſ# and the /aft of wiſdomes 
lintaments ; purity is oppoſed cither to wixture,fo we ſay 
pure wine which is not ſophifticated,or to filthinefſe, ſo we 
ſay pare water which is not w#dded-1n the former ſence ir 
is that which eds, in the latter it is that which begins the 
deſcription; becauſe free from mixture, ſhe is witheat 
hypocrifie, becauſe free from filthineſſe , ſhe is ſaid ro be 
pore, And truly all the intermediall properties are ſuch, 
as would be no praiſe of wiſdome, it parity did not ac- 
company them ; without purity, peaceableneſſe is pufilla- 
nimity, gentlene(ſe apidity tratableneſſe ſumplicity merct- 
 fulneſſe fooliſh pity, yea our beſt fruits bur Sodom Apples. 
In a word, purity is wiſdomes beſt friend, and choyccſt 


Companion. 


The Greek word which we render pore, properly figni- - 


ficth chaſte, and accordingly ſome refer it to that perri- 
calay grace; indeed on the one hand, as — is 


fol, and therefore often called 
OO : C young 
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Chryſcft. bom, 
29. &d pop. 


Camera, quefe 
cafte mentes, 
Prove7.45: 


Brockm.in loc. 
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young man whom the harlot tempts to her wanton em- 
braces,:is ſaid to. be w#/d of wnarrſtanding, Yea Saint 
Chryſeftome compareth him to the mad deamoniach in 
the Goſpell, who dwelt among the Tombes : ſo on the 
other hand, chaſtity 'is a bleſſed effec? of wiſdeme, and 
therefore it is the wiſe. mans advice, My Son, ſay wnts 
wiſdom, Thow art my ſiſter, and call underſtanding thy kinſ- 
woman, that they may keep thee from the ſtrange woman, 
from the ſtranger which flattereth with her words, 

But we muſt not coxfize our Apoſtles meaning;though 
if you pleaſe, with Brockman, we' may. make uſe of the 
emphaſis of the word, and: conceive wiſdome as a chef 
virgin, eſpouſed to Chriſt the King of glory, to whom 
having plighted her faith, ſhe proveth faithfull, renoun+ 
cing the pleaſures of the world, contemning the dallian- 
ces of Satan, defying the luſts of the fleſh, that ſhe may 
approve her fidelity to her Husband Chr:ſt, 

That wiſdomes purity may the more fully be chara#e- 
riJed, obſerve bricfly cheſe particulars 2 

1. There is a parity of dofFrine,and a purity of pratice, 


the one from error,the other from fip : Wiſdeme is both - 


orthodox and orthoprax , maintaining the one, attaining 
the other, that which Chriſ# hath /ntruſted with her, his 
truth,ſhe keepeth pare from Hereſie ; that which ſbe hath 
dedicated to Chriſt, her Sonle, ſhe keepeth pure from ini- 
quity. Some are Fealows againſt errors, and yet feves 
ro their ſts, others are ſober in regard of 'ſenſusl de- 
lights, and yet iztoxiceted with erroncoms opinions, nei- 
ther of theſe are wiſdomes children, who accounts them 
equally bad, a vain minde and wile affettions, and there- 
fore accordingto Saint Paxls icounſell, ſhe holds the my- 
ſteric of faith-in a pure conſcience. | 
2. There is a pwrity of beart, and a purity of life, both 
Fx thele 
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theſe our CLpo#lecnjoynerh in the 8. verſe of che next 


chapter, Cleanſe your hands you finners, and purifie your <P-4.5: 


hearts you donble-minged,and Saint Paul, when he exhott- 


 ethtocleavſe onr ſelves from all filthineſſe of fleſh and (þi- 


rit+ nor doth wiſdeme negleR either; ſome pretend ta 
have good bearts, and yet lead bad lives, but what a 


- folyisittothinke the ſap in the root can be ſweet, when 


the fruits that grow from it are bitter ? others refraine 
from impure ations, whilſt they retain finfull affections : 
but what a #adzeſſe is it for men to-coment themſelves 
with w«(bing the eu:fide of the cup or platter, whilſt the 
inſde is full of filth, nay poyſon ? true wi{dome taketh 
care both of the 7nward diſpoſicion,and the outward con- 
verſation. So much is intimated according to ſome 
Expoſfitors by Chris geminated phraſe concerning his 
Fr Behold thou art fair, my love, bebold thon art 
air. Y 
3- Thereis a parity of contritiow which looketh back- 
ward, waſhing the Soul by goaly ſorrew for finne paſt, 
and a purity of converſion which looketh forward, clean- 
ſing the Soule by a reall forſaking of finne for time to 
come, &wiſaom joyneth theſe two together. Some reſolve 
To 1mrve from fin, and yet have never truly mourned for 
it, and what is this but meer foly, tothinke of building 
a fabrick of Reformation, without laying the low fown- 
dation of humiliation 2 othcrs monrne for their fins, but 
ſtill retwrnetothem, Unwiſe men, who begs to build 
and doe not finiſh it. That is wiſdome indeed, which 
both mearneth for, and turncth from all iniquity.  -- 
When the ſinner with the prodiget cometh #0 hinuſelf, 


Cant, 1. 15, 
Bel, cum dlit, 


begins tobe wiſe, reflef#s on his paſt life, and weepeth / 


bitterly, this is us7dro:2, wiſdomes after-wit, and' having 


$«4ibed himfelfe in his teares, he: walketh-circumipectly 


C2 - that _ 
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that he be no more defiled, and this is nej1ne, wiſdomes 
fore-wit. Wiſaome openeth the eyes to ſee the wileveſſe of 
linne, and ſeeing ſhe fyerb from it, as from a __ chat 
would-intangle her, en#dde that would defile her, poyſon 
that would deſtroy her, ſh: makech a covenant wich her 
epes, ſerterha watch before the door of her /ips, raketh 
heed to her feet, and keepeth her heart with all diligence, 
that ir may be a place for God, an babitation tor Chriſt, 
a Temple tor the Holy Gho#t to dwell in. In one word, 


knowing how fooli/hir is to ſtop many leaks in a veſſcll, 


ſhut many gates ina City, and: yet leave ay 8we> open, 
that a ſhort dagger may prove as fatall as a long ſword, a 
ſmall piſtoll as deſtruQzye as a great Canon, Finally, how 
expedient it is for him that will avoid f«4ing into the 
pit, not to come neer the brink, ſhe is carefull co avoid 
not exe,or m142y,but ab fins,as well ſmalas hainous ſecret 
as ſcandalous crimes, yca not only.to abſtain from fan, 
but the occaſions that lead roit, and asthe Poet ap: ly, 

— Plurimafelix. 

Panlatim vitia atq. errores exuit omnes 

Prima docens rectum ſapientia 
By I:tle-and little ſhe c4##s off all choſe filthy-rags of 
finne and wickednefſe. Indeed: thu; ro doe, is by the 
Sons of Beliall accounted folly, Puritas wirtutis fatwit as 
creditur, & omne quod Innocens, ftultum reputatur ; Inno- 
cency with them is reputed fool. ſh ſimplicity, repentance 
a peeviſh melancholy, and conſciextionſneſie a nice ſcups- 
lofity,but.in the exd it will be found that copia mgurn £12 3- 
nearOr, An:wnblemeablelife is the beſt wiſdome, accor- 


ding to this of our .&poſtle, The mildome that is from 4- 
bope & firſt par Es 


'2+ Having thus praQtiſed purity, wiſdomes next ſtudy 
js peace, for fo-it foloweth incle gw, then peaceable, 


and. 
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and here both the #atore. and the order of this property: 


would be conſidered : : 
I, Wiſdome « peaceable, There is pax Numing,a peace” 


with Ged reconciled in Chriſt. and this wiſdome priJeth 
aboycall,; there is pax pe&ors, a peace of conſcience ig 
the ſenſe of that reconciliation of minde in the harma- 
ny of the psſf-0nr with reaſon, and this is wildomes 
continuall f aſt, F.najly, there is pax temporss, a peace 
with men, and this is wiſdomes endeavor”, and of this 
ro doubt here our Apoitle ſpeaketh, 

I: was cur bleſſed Savieurs advice to his D.ſciples; 


Have Salt in your ſelves, and peace one w'th another, Salt Mart,9 50; 


is an embleme of diſcretion, which leadeth to peace, for 
as Selt prevents putrefation, ſo doth wiſdome, contentt- 


on. It Salt be thrown-into the water, it kindly melteth, if 


into fire, ir cycles till ir y4an1ſh, ſo is wiſdome pleaſed, 
when, in the water among peaceable, bu: grieved when 
in the fire. among contenticws: ſpirits, Indeed knowledge 
too often is cententiows,, as being accompanied with 
pride, que ix fiat, which puff:ch up, but wiſdome is pacis 


ficous, as being attended with charity,, que earficat, 


which edifieth. Ie is obſerved of Solowmos, that he was 
both the wiſeft, and the moſt peaceable King, no greater 
friend to peace than wiſdeme. The plice whence wiſdome 
cometh ; Feruſalem which i above, is the viſion of peacez 


the God from whom ſheis (ent, is the God of peace; Chrift+ 


the wiſdome of the Father, is the Prince of peace; the Sp- 
rit whois the donor of wiſdome, is the Spirit of peace g 


the Word whereia ſhe is taught, is the Goſpel of peace, no + 


wonder if ſhe be a Mother and nurſe to peace. 


Peace is muſickto the care, honey to the taſte, beauty 


to the eye, ſweetneſſe to the-ſent, ſmoothneſſe ro the 
touch, and joy tothe heart of 2-Son of wiſdom z where 
F1 


peace : 
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peace i, it is her care to preſerve it, and where. it-is 

wanting, to obtaine it ;"if Peace be bid. ſhe ſeckerh to finde 
it, if ir comwe,ſhe-emby ce; if, andit ir fly from her, ſhe. fol- 
lowatF it. Her Motto 's that of David, I am for peace, in 
the Church, inthe State, in the' Neighbearhood, in the 
Fimnily, nor hath it onely her #opgve, but her hard, uſing 
a)l meansto accompl:ſh and maintain it. 

She is ſtudious of Eccleſiaſtical peace, tothat end ſhe 
knoweth how to diſtinguiſh between ſubſtantial and 
ceremonial/s , nor dateth ſhe rent Chris ſeameleſle coat 

. becauſe the fringe is not every way compleat, Between 
fundamentals and circumſtantialls, matters Fidei Catho- 
lice, & ſcientie theologice, neceſſary to be believed, and 
problematicall'y diſputed, allowing a latitude of opinion in 
ſome things,to thoſe who hold the foundat/on,in a word, 
ſhe abhorreth, as to injure the 11uth of Chriſt by exronr, 
ſo to diſturbe the peace of the Church by ſchiſme. 

She is ſolicirous for civill peace, tothatend, ſhe re- 
ſolveth to keep the rank, in which God hath placed her, 
knowing that 2 ſede itio, will prove ſeditio, where there 
is 28 ordey, there can be no peace; and if at any time ſhe 
be enforced like thoſe Angels, to appeare in a military 
habir, her ſong is, pax ia terra, peace os earth, and whileſt 
the Sword is in her hand, the Morro upon her Sword is, 

:fic quero pacem,by this meanes I ſeek for peace. 

She is induſtrious for private peace with, and among 
her neighbours, yea, as much as in her lyeth with af men, 
and to that end ſhe will not i»j#riam 1nferre, offer any 
theleaſt wrong toothers; Though ſhebelike the Ser- 
pent for ingenious pradence, yet ſhe'is alſo, according to 
our $4viowrscounfell, like the Dove for harmleſſe inne- 
cexcy, nay ſhe will injuriam ferre, ſuffer much- wrong 
from others, and put up many affronts,- and when ſhe is 
EVY -- com- 
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compelled to recover a juſt title, or repaire-an intolleray 
ble loſſe by Lew, it is with a minde: wiling 38 bexecanche 
ted, yea, ſhe is ſo great a lower, that ſhe is a peace-puakey 
among the litigions,8& when ſhe ſeeth variance, ſteppeth ._ 
in to meke up the breach, though oft- times (to uſe; :Grts: 
gory NaFtancens phraſe) dr .auporieuy xardy mdoae, ſhe-in; Greg. N 
cur the diſþleaſare of both parizes. | ! Ord.17, 6. 
| Finally,ſhe is deſirous of doweftick peace,as ſhe would 
have her houſe to be a Temple for piety, an Academy tor - 
knowledge, ſoan Army for order, and a 2uire for: har- 
mony ;. to this end, ſhe winketh at what may provoke 
her, avoideth what may offend others, and teacheth every 
relationto keep its own ſtation. | 

By all theſe juſt and good meanes, ſhe ſceketh peace, 
and if at any time. her endeavours want ſucceſſe among 
men, ſhe then reſolveth, Pacem ſpirare & (uſpirare coram 
downs, to knock at Heaven gates, earneſtly. be'ceching 
God to heal breaches, compuſe differences, ſettle diſtraQi- 
ys ſaying with the Church, Give peace in our 2ime ob 
Loy x 
2. Wiſdome « firſt pare , then. peaceable. You may. 
take the convex/0n two wayes ; 

1 . Wiſdome # peaceable, becauſe ſhe ts pure, the Apoſtle 
puts the queZjon, and a»ſwereth it in the firſt verſe of the 
next chapter: From whence come warres and fightings «+ 
mong you, come they not hence, even from your lnſts ? arid. 
that of the Orator fitly correſpondeth with it, Ex cxpi- 0%. de fnibLr, 
ditatibus 0dia,diſiidiadiſcerdie ſedutiones, bella,naſcnntur, 
the bitter fruits of. h«treg,, , variavce, diſcord, [ediutian,. 
wrre.ſpring out of the poor of evill defares x, eres; 
Relegion and. Reformation are gft-times, the pretended. 
but ambition, covetouſneſſe and repenge, are for the;mokk; 
patt, the: real cauſes of Warre.apd. commution.; True. 


there 
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there is a parity which is the Merher of Pride, and ſo of 

vontention, 1 mean: phariſaicall, ſelfe-conceited purity, 

'bur that is the foo/s; parity, he that is pare in his own - 

Pcov-26.12 .oyes, is wiſe tOO, but it is onely in his owne eee, and 

ſo in the-wiſe wans verdia worſe ther a fool + _ I ſhall 

. ever ſuſpe that parity which-indlineth to Separation in 

the Charch, and Sedition in the Stare, Wiſdomes purity 

inclineth to humility, «ity, unity and concord; yea, 

therefore ſhe deſereth peace, that ſhe may preſerve purity, 

as weli-knowing, that Warre was never yet a friend to 

Vertu, nor Contention to Retigion, the truth is, as Luſts 

cauſe Warres, ſo Warres cheriſh Lufts. What parity 

can be expected from them whoſe hends are defiled with 

blood ? Inter arma ſilent leges , neither Gods Law, nor 

Means can cafily be heerd, when the noyſe of Trumpets 

' and drams prevaileth;no wonder if wiſdome being pure, is 
likewiſe peaceable, 

2. Wiſdome is peaceable, ſo farre as conſiſts with purity, 

Rom-13,19, ſheisa friend to peace, but only #ſque ad Ares according . 

to Saint Pauls caution, If it be peſuble, that is, con{ifent 

with Gods glory, and'iſo conſequently with the parity of 

Religion and Converſation ; indeeditis a fool ſh bargain 

tO ver#vure purity, that we may bring home peece,to break 

our peace with God, that we may keep or wake peace with 

Hen, no wonder if wiſdome abhor it : She well know- 

cth,that that peace which is founded on impure principles 

and practiſes, is built-on a /4n4y foundation, and cannor 

long ſtand, is onely the 5kinning of the ſore, nor the 

healing it, which by reaſon of its corrnpriow muſt needs | 

fefter and rantle, + Hence ie is that (though ſhe 44 mit of 

many #aconvenimces, yet) the dares not of any ſfinne, 

Eree: by 4 Nnonotto meke peace, herweximes are thoſe of Gregory 

"  NaR1apRen, Ketiowy inandes ninyalr vighrns youtcons 9554. 
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A commendable Way i better then an agreement which ſep. 
erateth from God, and again, Kydiwar iunradi; 6ovoltrn jabs 
wrebelns S1dearrs, A Religious quarrel is better then's Vi- 
$10145 peace. | | 
'In one word, ſhe earneſtly defireth and endeawoareth 
both:parity and peace, parity as wine 10 make glad the 
heart, and peace as oyle to make the face to ſhine, the gold 
of peace to beantifie the Altar of purity, the Altar of pu- 
riry to ſandifie the gold of peace : But if it ſo fall out, 
that) cheſe ews mult be ſevered, the prefers the A/tar 
before the gold, ſhe chooſeth rather to live in the 
waterof trouble, then in the mad of finne, in one word, 
ſhe leaverh peace to embrace purity , becauſe ſhe is 
firſt pare, end then peaceable , and thus I have diſcuſſed 
the ewo principal effeRs of wiſdome, I ſee the time, and 1 
know the occaſ6on call for a diÞþatch, and therefore I ſhall 
onely give you an account of what might be ſaid of the 
reſt, and ſo foot up in a briefe but ſuitable -pplics- 
8108s 
3. Thenext effec of wiſdome is gentleneſſe, a vetiue 
which is rewper in the minde, renderneſſe inthe heart, 
calmeneſſe in the affeRions, ſmoothneſſe in the Ianguage, 
and ſweetneſſe in the behaviour : Ic is oppoſed ro thar, 
axzc:GoHxaoy, which examineth all things by the rule of 
extream right,and is far diſtant from that auſterity which 
will bear with nothing. It teacheth the Fudge an zqui- 
table moderation of the letter of ſevere Lawes, the cred;- 
rour a forbearance of duc debts, where there is not ability, , 
to pay; as that Kivg did by his ſervant in the Goſpel, © 
the Plaintiffe not to proſecute his ſuitto the utmoſt, and 
ex the rigor of what Law may afford. Finally, it in- 
citeth to a candid interpretation of dubious words and 


aQions, it perſwadeth to a merk rolerarion of humane 
; Frail. 
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frailtics and infirmities, and reſtraineth from an evey- 
haſty provocation by injuries. 

This grace of gentleneſſe is the Siſter of Modeſty, Mo- 
ther of Patience, and Daughter of Wiſdome, Moſes 
Namb.r2,3. as he excelled in wiſdewe, ſo he was the weekeſt man 

pon the earth, what the Poet ſaith of the ingenious Ares, 
TY © one Ingenues didiciſſe fideliter artes, 
| Emollit mores nec ſintt eſſe feros ; 
may more truly be affirmed of this divine wiſdome, ſhe 
eurneth Liens into Lambes, Leopards into Kids, and 
Hawks into Doves; there is no Y:izeger but 05! mingled 
with her Salts, no Crabs but Sweetings grow in her 
Garden, no bluſtring windes but a gentle aire breathes in 
her climate. There is much ſpoken of a fools avger in 
the Proverbs, yea it is called by the name of folly : every 
man is ſo far a fos!, as his «nger domineers, 6 a fool is ne- 
ver more fool:ſh then in his anger, buc Wiſdom giveth a 
check to paſſion, allaying and moderating its ficrceneſs 
with this gentle grace, which whileſt the world counts 
an effeminate ſoftxeſſe,a tame ſheepiſhneſſe,our Apoſtle calls 
| the meckntſſe of wiſdome, 
Jana 3-17 If you ſhall aske the reaſon of viſdomes gentleneſſe, the 
foregoing word giveth an a»ſwer, She & therefore gentle, 
| Froy.15s,r,  becawſe peaceable, ſhe confidereth, that wrath engendexeth 
Prife, and therefore with ſoft anſwers ſhe pacrfieth wrath, 
that hard and hard cannot make a wal, and therefore a- 
mong hard ſftoxes, ſhe becomeih ſoft worter, and to uſe 
Saint Gregories phraſe, concerning 4thanaſeue, ſhe is 
Tors mAuory dd\duas Tois raoratsrr ueyvitis, An Adamant to 
them that ſmite hey, anda Loadſtone to them that diſſent 
Greg.Net. fromber : Sheis ſo much in love with peace, that (as 
Gen, 33.8: Abrahamdid by Lot) ſhcis oft-times willing to recede 
from her right, and ſo. (according.to the Ecimologie 
of 


Drov.27, 3. I 7- 
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of the word 4x1; from # and viocedo) gently yeeldeth Wo 
when ſhe might rigidly require, that ſhe might preſerve 

amity. 

Bur till this gentlenefſe is to be conſtrned ſalvs 
ptritate, with reſpe& to pryity, and therefore though 
wiſdome be not furious, yet ſhe is Jealome In matters 
of ſecular concernment ſhe is a yeelding willow, but of 
religious importance a ſtiff: 0ake, Moſes, a pattern of 
meekneſſe, is yet incenſed againſt the Iſraelites Idolatry, 
and will not condeſcend againſt Gods commandement to 
Pharoah, fo fare as to leave an hoof behinde, Caeſars 
Souldiers were wilde in their own quarrels, but reſolute 
in their Gewerels engagements, and the wiſe Chriſtian 
is bold as a Liowin thoſe things which reſpeRt Gods glory, 
though meek as a Lambe in his owne concernments : 50 
that roendchis in one word. The wiſdome from above, 
that ſhe may preſerve peace, and ſo far, as is conſs- 
ftent with parity is gentle, not eaſily proveked, nay which 
next followeth, 

4: Eaſie to br intreated. 1tis but one word inthe Greek, 
yer capable of a double conſtruRion, to wit, both ave 
and paſſive. 

I. Wiſdome is, w7«31;, in an aRive ſence, inas much 
as her way of teaching s not compulſive, but perſvaſive. 
Non vi & contentione ſed ſuavitate, & ratione, & quaſy 5k. 
blanditits utitur, She had rather lead then draw, allure 
then exforce, Romiſh policy teacheth her Scholars to 
conclude their Sylogiſmes in Barbarz and Feris, but 
Divine wiſdome inſtrucerh her children in that of 
the Poet, © 

Cunt prints tentanda 
To uſcall faire weaves of perſwaſion : She well knoweth 
that moſt men are like the berb Baſil, which if gently 
D 2 touched 
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touched ſendeth- forth a pleaſant ſmell, but if roughly 
cruſhed, breedeth Scorpions. That ingeniow natures are 
ſooner drawn with cords of Love, then haled with chains 
#f Iron, and many whom reaſox might ſoften, rigour har- 
devs, and therefore (according. to S. Gregories advice) 
ſhe doth blandimentis non aſperitatibus ſindere, ſtudy ſoft 
and ſmooth blandiſhments. | 

2+ Our Tranſlators, and moſt ſuitably., render the 
word paſively, eaſe to beintreated, and thus : 

1.1f any juſt cr charitable requeſt be preſented to wiſdors, 
ſhe « eaſily intreated to hear is, and according to her power 
fo grant 13; She hath not, as Aritippme ſaid of Dyoniſivs, 
Anres inpedibus, Hey eares in her feet : She ſaith not 
as Philip to the woman, 1am not at leiſure to heare com- 
-_ but like Yeſþafian, who was therefore called de- 

iris humani generis, ſhe is facile in accepting. requeſts, 
and beſtowing favours, and no wonder ſheis ſo forward 
to heare others requeſts, when ſhe findes her gracious 
Father ſo ready to hear hey prayers. 

2. 1f any information be preſented to her concerning 
any truths, whereof ſhe was ignoran, or controverſie about 
which ſhe was miitaken, ſhe i eaſily intreated to receive 
it, Indecd it is the ſimple who believerh every word, be- 
ing led afide with ſmooth ſpeeches : But a wiſe man will 
hear (to wit, ſound reaſon) and ſa increaſe learning. True 
wiſdome is. willing to leqr»e any, though «zwelcome 
truth, and «zlearn any, though darling exronr, nor doth 
ſhe chinke jt a. & ſheneay to ſtrike ſazlto convincing reaſon 
when it is laid before her. That of the wiſe man, with. 
Frov.11-2. ghee lowly i wiſdowe, may well be inverted, with the wiſe. 


Greg. M. 


Provye14-1 5: 


Hoge Viler3. hey Candle at anothers Tarch,and ſo (as Huge well)makes. 
Didoſe. that common to her, which before was proper to another... 
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Indeed /according to Saint Feremes expreffion ) he is 
snerudite ſapiens , ignorantly wiſe, or ( according tro: 
Horace his phraſe which he there quoteth) pradens prave, = 
wickedly prudent, who will 20: learne what yet he doth Ic n—_ 
not know : Divine wifdome is not «ſhamed to confeſſe her 
Ignorance, «acknowledge her miſtake, and when the 4i- 
ates of right reaſon are ſet before her, ſhe is ready-to' 
geeldup her Fudgement to them, 
' ©3. Tf any goed connſell be offercd her for the managing of 
ter affaires, ſhe i eaſtly intreated to follow it, as knowing 
that Aliquando bonws dormitat Homerus, and according 
toour Engliſh proverb, Two eyes can ſee more then one. 
This made Ferhro's counſel ſo acceptable to Moſes, and | 
taught Devid notto defpiſe the advice of Abigail. Ah yg. 
dictum ſepienti ſat eft, ſaid he in the: Comedian, whicth © 
our proverb well engliſheth, CA word & enough to the 
wiſe, todivert him from any thing that is evil, or diretF 
him in what is good; yea as venerable Bede obſeryeth, 
Mos e# ſapientum, ut dit is majorum auſcultent, aliquands- 
winorum, A prud:nt man regards the admonition, not 
onely of Superjiors, bur ſometimes even of Inferiors, 
And no wonder if wiſdome be ſo-rrafFable,: ſince ſhe is Job 11. x4: 
gentle, Man naturally is compared by Zophar to an 
Aſſe, a wild affe, nay > wild Afes colt,” as being fierce and” 
ſo indocible , bur when he is ſpiritually wiſe, his heart be- 
comes an heart of fleſh, and being mollified by grace he + 
is caſte 10 be perſwaded,the fools is like the ſfone,of a rough 
ſubſtance, whereby it is #2rd ts engrave upon, bur the 
wiſe man-1is like the folt waxe, eaſily receiving the im-" 
preſcion of the ſeale.. | | 
But withall it is to be 7emembred that wiſdeme is firſ# 
pare, and therefore is eaſie to be tntreated onely to what @ 
£ood,for which reeſon theY#lgar here addeth, bong confer 
| D 3. " - _ 
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Prov. 27.1 3. 


tiensfaich Fafinien. Indeed the foole is nanendidns, eaſily 


ſeduced to what is evil, ſo was the young man by the - 


whor:ſh woman, but hardly drawn to whar is goed, ſo that 
though you bray him in « mortey ( as Solomons phraſe 1s) 
yet will not his fool:ſhneſſe depart from him, whereas the 
truly wiſe man is deaf to all ſatanicall ſuggeſtions, fleſhly 
ſolicitations , and wicked inſnuations, but whatſoeve 
things are tr#e, hoxeſt, jaſt, or charitable, he readily 
bearkens to, and freely complyes with, 
That which zext followeth in the order of wiſdomes 

effetts, is mercifulneſſe. | 

Mercy in its proper notion is a compaſi” onate ſence of our 
Brotbers evills, and this by the Steicks is counted a piece 
of folly, both becauſe it argueth a man ſubjet# to paſiton ; 
which is by them accounted aliene from a wiſe man, and 
likewiſe becauſe it renders 4 man doubly miſerable, firſt 
with his ew, and then with o:hers misfortunes; but Di- 
vine wiſdome,as (h: permits the uſe of peſiton, ſo ſhe pre- 
ſcribeth the exerciſe of compaſitew, nor doth ſhe account 
it an 444;tion to her own burden, if by her pitty ſhe may 
eaſe another. She well knoweth, how inftaitely ſhe is be- 
holding to God tor his mercy, and therefore is no niggerd 
of hers ; but as ſhe defireth to finde from(God, fo the is 


ready to ſhew ro cthers mercy amd compaſſion. 


And as mercy is the quality, ip fulneſſe is the quantity, 
whileſt though i be chiefly 4d apes pr which Gow. 
pathiFeth by willing anothers good, and nilling his evil, 
yet it hath an i»fluence upon the wife and memory, by 
continuall preſenting his dolefull eſtate, and contriving 


the b<ſt wayes of his ſ#ccour : nor doth it confine it ſelte 


to the chamber of the heart, but looketh out at the win- 
dows , the eyes by ſeeing the neceſfities, the eares by hea- 
ring che plaints; yea goerb out at the door by ſpeaking, 

and 
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and «ing (according to its ability ) for its miſerable 
neighbour, ſo that wiſdome is mercy throughout in every 
f«snlty of the Soul, and member of the boay, and having 


filed che inward man, it runs over in the outward, 


More particularly, Expoſitors conceive that the mercy 
here intended, reſpeRs rather them that doe , then them 
that ſuffer evil, and accordingly the ac# of this mercy 
is, not dopare, but condonare, to give to the indigent, but 


pardon the delinquent. Heace ir 15, that if wiſdome dwell gg, wm 1m 
in an equel,, ſhe inclineth to mutual forgiveneſſe of inju- egenos quam 


ries, and if in a ſwperior, ſhe perſwadeth to a gracions re- 
witting of offences, and this not once but often, a few, 
bur-many, as being fall of mercy. Tacitzes ſaith of Agri- 
cola, Now pena ſemper , ſape penitenti4 contents fuit, 
he did not alwaies exat che pun:ſhment, bur ſometmes 
acceptedan humble acknowledgment.. The like is every 
wiſe Chriſtians temper, who as he abhor-eth revenge, (0 
he delighteth not in the rigour of juftice , but joyneth 
the ra:ne of clemency with the lightning of ſeverity. 

Bur yer this mercy is ſtill with reſpect ro parity. Hence 
it is that wiſdeme diſtinguiſherh berween offences, {ome are 


light ſtains, and others foul ſpots, 8& though ſhe conniverh 


at thoſe, yet the puniſheth theie, between offenders,ſome are 
brui(ed reeds,penitenis; othaqrs like hears of Oak obdurate, 
and though ſhe ſpxre thoſeg th: will not theſe. She well 
knowerh, that i»ſceleratos lenitas,is in bones erudelitas, le - 
nity to:he bad, is crn;lty tothe good, and tolet netorions 
Malefafors goe free, 15 that fool:ſh pity which ſpoileth 8 
Cty, and therefore if a j»f# power be put into her hayd, 
ſhe will not, ſhe dareth noc let the Sword of juſtice 79ſt in 
her ſcabbard, but drewerh ir torth ro the puniſhwent of 
thoſewho perfiſt in notorious crimes, though in reſpe&R 
of them who-offcading'in' {cr matters, eſpecially of 

| 1gn0- 
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ignorance and weekneſſe, expreſſe remorſe and ſorrow, 
ſhe is very compaſizonate, and if ſhe uſe her Swors, it is the 
flat, nor the” edge, for correfion, not deftruttion , and 
thus according to our Apeſtles charaRer, ihe is firft pore, 
then full of mercy. 

M s. Adde to this that which is coupled with it,wiſdemes 

er. ts. k 

fell of good fruits, 

Fruit is a metaphorical expreſſion, by and it , though 
ſometimes the reward is fignified, according to which 
notion in the ext verſe, we read of the fruit of 
righteonſneſſe , yet uſually (and ſo here ) it fignifi- 

| eth the worke, Thus theughts are as thabloſſomes, words 

the leaves, and works the fruits : true wiſdome is never 

zdle, nor is ſhe meerly fpeculative, bur operative, as ſhe 

hath an eye ro behold, ſo ſhe hath an 54nd to doe, and 

like the 1»gels on Facobs ladder, the is alwates either 

«ſcending by contemplation, or deſcending by ation. In- 

deed ſometimes ſhe impoſeth ſilence on the rongue, bur 

ſhe never.permirrech 4leweſſe ro the bana;ſhe remembreth 

Luk.13.1o, thathe who came to the Figrree, will one day come to 

her, ſeeking fruit, and ſhe tremblerh to hear that ſharp 

check, Why ſtand you all the day idle in the market 

place ? = 

Nor yet will every kinde of fruit ſerve her turne, 

ſhe accounts it as good to be ale, as to be ill impliy- 

ed, nay better to doe nothing, then that which is worſe 

then netbing, and therefore ſhe looketh that her frwrrs 

be good, beautifull tothe eye, pleaſant to the palate, and 

#ouriſhing to the ſtomach, ſuch as may honour God, and 
ed:fic man, and ſo be both acceptable and profitable. 

Nor is it a berry here & there,a few good works will con-. 
tent her but ſhe bringeth forth good works, as the vize 
doth grepes tn clnfters ſhe is full in every branch,of all oy 
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of fruit, which ſhe yeeldeth'all the year long.She abound- 
eth in workes of: piety, of eqyity,of ſobriety,and of charity, 
£0, which /4f# our, 4poſtte more eſpecially refers. Di- 
vine wiſdeme_ hath not only pity but bounty, wiſcers 
but opera, bowels, but workes of mercy, and as quoad 
affetnm , inregard of. affection, (he is full of mercy, fo 
quoad effettum, in reſpeR of action, ſhe is full of good 
fruits, ready to pexfarme. all offices of loye and mer- 
cy-to her neighbaur.--Iadeed waen ſhe obſerveth; how 
the Sun difeſeth his beames,, illuminating and frudti- 
fying theſe inferior bodies'with his parencall light and 
heat, and how the earrh laieth not up ker creafures within 
her coffers, bur: [ends forth herbs tor the uſe of man 
and beaſt, -ſhe thinkezhyit a ſhame to her, if ſhe ſhould 
not (according .to her abilities) be alwaies doing good 
.tothoſe among whom ſhe liveth, and with whom ſhe 
. .converſeth. .. | 
..: 7. That: which our ApoſHe; next. affirmeth concer- 
-ning wiſdeme, is, that ſhe.is without partiality; The Greek 
word «Sdxal ©; is cxpablepf ſeverall conſtruions,cach 
of which may not unfitly be made «ſe-of, 
-. ,zISome read it paſavely, and ſoit js true of wiſdome, 
She not. judged, that is, ſhe walueth net what others 
Judge of her wayes, and approving her ſelfe to God, 
ſhe accounts-it a ſmall matter to be judged of Mes, 
ar elſe ſhe « not judged; thatis, ſhe 6 not, cannot be v4- 
Incd by the eftimation of our judgement, according to 
her reall worth and excellency. _ - "oo 

2. The moſt ſvitable reading of the word is 4##ve, 
and yer this wich ſome variety, according to the ſeye- 
rall Finfeiens of the verbe, Maxeiryues, eſpecially 
thoſe four of wevering, diſputing, judging, and m14- 
king « difference. 
Eo E To The 
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t» The late Learned' Annotator ,  accounterh 

the moſt genwine notion "of 'this word'in rh@ place , 

ro be as. much as abſque heſfitatione, and -1o' the 

James 1.6: ane with that wile Sewer th the! firſt chapter, 
withdut wavering' and Ny. In this- ſence it 

is well joyned with erv7i»ell&-, 1nonftancy being the 

daughter of Hypecrifie, Nil filtum dimturnum , paint is 

cafily waſhed off, and that which is: fained' muſt needs 

be fading; beſides this is a propet-effetF' of wiſdome, 

that ſhe is Fedfaſt in fer profeflion, 3ad | mainrenance 

of the Faith, notwithſtanding the greateſt perſecution 

ſhe abhorreth the 4/1#305le of the 'Grofticks, who hold 

it an indifferent thing to forſweas Chriſtianity in time 
of perſecution, and therefore having choſe the way of 
Plal.119:30.. $r#rb, ſhe reſolyeth with David, ts flick to Gods Teſti- 
wy monies. Indeed ſhe is deliberate in her choice, and will 
not fixe without juſt resſos, but ſhe isno lefſe reſobure 

then deliberate', and” whar” the - embraceth ſhe retal- 

Fide Ber. de -neth. Ut Inna mmwteri, tobt changed 'as the Moon, is the 
eSumpt.B.V. fools property, whereas you may ſooner Bop the Sun in 
"5" ts-courſe, then divert the wiſe en from his pious 
purpoſe, the one like the Ship-is toſſed up and 'downiyp- 

on the Faves, whileſt- the #6her is like the houſe rhat is 

buile upon the yock unmoveable. - WES ov 3.00 

2, Others conceive the ſence of this word to be: ns 

much as ſine diſceptatione , without diſputing, or 

(as itis inthe Heargin) without wrangling; and thus it 

' isa truth , Divine wiſdome, though ſhe will admit-of 

- calme debates, 'yer the-is an efhemy to brawling diſputes, 
as being fully aſſured, that jengiivg Controverſies tend 

not to ediffration, my for. the moſt parc evd in con- 

tention-and confuſpeon.  _ - . E > 6443 
: 3» Some render the word by abſqoe-- Hijadionriond, 
"bt 4 of k.. and 
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and ſo ir. lets us fee a ſpeciall propertie of :wiſdome, tO 
ebhar. raſþ judging, and imperuous condemnitg of 0- 
thers; iris one. of thoſe three things which wiſdome 


Et vcore fo te vie 
grlanter homo 
attendas mirun 
jt F/ 41 «lun 


hateth, -as deftradtive to humane ſocie:y, 9dioue comm", ,, 
pariſons , malicious contradiftions, and cenſorioms du 8: u.de 


jndging. Indeed ſhe is not (to uſe Saint Bernerds £x: 
preſſion) Ant curioſus explorator , ant temerarins judex, 
either a cur/oxe inquirey into other mens faulis, or @ 
captions cenſarer of their aRtions z a fool is eaſily induced 
tocondemn all beſides himſelfe, but a wiſe man 1s loath 
to condemn any bat himſelfe, he hath ſo much to doe 
4t home, that he hath no leiſure to look «broad, and 
when he ſeeth any thing amiſſe, he reſolveth to judge 
the be he can, yea though he cannot bu: cenſure the ſen, 
yet he darcth not paſſe (at leaſt) a final! ſemrence upon 
the perſon. | 

4+ Once more, Our Tranflators read the word, as if it 
ſignified ſine diſcretione, without partiality, by having 
reſpec# of, and putting a difference between perſons. 
This is that which is direRly contrarious tocharity and 
equity, no wonder tf it be odio: to wiſdome. Indeed 
there is a different reſped# of perſovs, which civility requi- 
reth, and prudence alloweth, namely a reverence of 
men according to: their place and dignity ; bur that re- 
ſped? of perſons, which flowethfrom partiality, and con- 
liſts in 4ggravativg or excuſing faults, extolling or ex- 
tenwuating wertwes, According to the qualification of the 
perſon, this ſhe abhorreth. And hence it is ſhe dareth 
not take part with what is evil in a friend, nonort inher 
ſelfe, nor yer deſpiſe what is good in another, no notin 
an exemy, ſhe will not commend fon or erroar in the gree- 


g: ud bumil: & 
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zeſt, no noryet the holieſt, nor will ſhe condemwu truth and. 


verise in the weaneſt or the wickedſi, In this notion that 
| : _ E 2 EY £Xx- 


= 


28 


Wiſdomes Charadter. 


Bern 'lih, de vi-. 
34 ſolitar. 


expreſſion of S. Bernard, concerning obedience, may 
not unfitly be made uſe of concerning- wiſaomt, ſhe is 
Indiſcreta licet pradentiſiima , indiſcreet though moſt 
prudent, and as that purs no difference berween com- 
mavds, ſo neither this berween perſons. Fr 

Taking the word in this ſenſc, evwrized@& , is 
fitly joyned with it , ' ſince wiſdome is therefore 
without partiality , becauſe without Hypoeriſie. Indeed 
partiality is the Daughter of Pride and Hypocri- 
fie + Pride ever-looketh at a mans own party with 
favenr, and ar the oppoſites, either with envy if they be 
above, or ſcorne if they be below : and how can ſuch @ 
man-chooſe bur be partiall ? Hypocrifie looketh vpon 
it ſelte and party ina flattering, upon. the oppoſites in a 
difizuring glaſle, baulketh beames in its owne, and ſpy- . 
eth motes in anothers eye, no wonder if it be partiall, our 
wiſdome being both humble and upright,will not admit 
this miſchievons vice of partrality ro:dwell with her, 
- If you pleaſe pur the rwo laſt conſtructions of dH1dxe]@- 


- together, and read it without partiall judging: That 


3 Time.21, 


charge. which Saint Paul layeth upon Tiwmerthy may well 
ftr:ke all both Ciw:/: and Eceleſeaſticall Gevernors wih 
ane. I charge theebefore God and the Lord Feſws, and the 

elect Angels, that thos obſerve theſe things, without pre- 

ferring qne: before another, doing nothing by partiality, 
and no grace more requifite-to the: felfiiling of this 

charge then wiſdowe. This it is which teacheth 'a Fudge 

both to have ces, and vo. eges, whileſt the /#r»:ſheth 

him with eyes to ſee and diſcernerhe cauſe, and yet cloſeth: 

up his eyes that he cannot behold the perſons. All finfaul 

reſpe& of perſons in Fudging, flowech trom ſome. f1ni- 

ker afteRion; eſpecially thoſe of-carne# pirty, or carwall 
Feare, the one ſaith, . be «.4 poor man, the other ſaith; he 
| | & 
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# 4 great man, and (0 the current of Fu#ice is (topt : bur 
Wiſdome is an excellent bridle of all carnall and corrape 
affe##10ns,and ſo enableth to diſcerxe and judge aright be- 
tween perſon & perſon ,laying fide all external retpes. 
8. Finally, 1 har which is aſſerted in the cloſe concer- 
|  _ ning w/{dowe, is, that ſhe is drvrize:l&r, without Hypocri- 
| fie. ſhe Greek word vmerelroum, is properly uſed de hi- 
| ſtriontbus,; of 5tage- Players, and indeed a Stage- Player 
is a fi. emblemeot an Hypocrite, eſpecially in twe things, 
both which w:{dome abhorreth. | 
1. A Stage Player puts on the Shapes of feverall 
perſons and callings, according: io the. part he isro 
1 - ad, fo doth an Hypocrite take upon. him ſcycrall 
formes, according. ro thoſe times he ves in, and in; 
deed this he accounts: his. pvlicy ro ſazle with every; 
- winde, and Protexs like, ro-transforme himſelfe into 
any ſhape as Sccafion requirech. But, true wi{dome,. 
though ſhe be a Time-ebſerver, is no time ſerver; her 
figure is not 70usd bui ſquare, and her: Motte, Semper 
eadem, alwayes the ſame: | 
2. A Stage-Player ſeemeth to be what he &« not, he p;1. nun; 
appeareth oft-times as a Lord, a King, when he is but Serm.66. ſuper: 
a: Servant, a Beggar , ſo doth the Hypecrite perſonate © 
| himſelte a S4i#t, when he is a Dev:ll, a friend when he is 
. an enemy, and indeed he applauds himſelte in this his 
ſebtilty, to thinke how he deluderh the vulgar, and with 
his fayned ſh:wes carryeth his. deſignes but Divine 
wiſdome accounts: Smcerity. the onely true policy, and 
Hypocrifie a meer folly. Indeed (he ſomerimes forbes- 
#eth,, to ſhew- her felfe what ſhe: is, namely., when 
on the. one- hand Danger threatnith , and cn the 
other | Religion, requireth,' net an open Declarae 
tion of her ſclfe, bur. ſhe never doth, or dareth to 
\ E 3 ſhew. 
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Ver. I}. 


| ſhew her ſelfe- whar (he @ n#t; ſhe well knoweth that 


the Hypecrite , though he may co{ew the'dim figheed 
world, yet he canhor delude' Gods prereing eye; that 


 whileſt he cheats orhers, the worlt rheate is of him- 


fſelfe, and therefore in the exd, he muſt needs appeare 
to be a foole, when his counierfeit devotion, affettion, 
ſhall meet with a reall heffof torment. © 
' And thus I have ſhewed you Wiſdeme in the ab- 
ſtrat, whence and what ſheis, but alas where ſhall we 
finde it in the concrete ? It is our eApoſttes queſtion 
at the thirteenth' verſe of this chapter, Who & 4 wiſe 
man, and inanrd with knowledge among you? and the 
queſtionary propdſall atgueth , that ſuch men are ve- 
ry rare, Trdeed Stulfrorum numerus innumerws , the 
wotld is peopled with-fooles ; but- #ruly wiſe men are 
Vix tetidem quet Thebarum porte, rarely to be found. 
Wifdome is' ſaid in the Text to be from above, I 
would there were no cauſe' to bewaile that ſhe is 
gone, whence ſhe came, and as he ſaid of Fuſtice, 
——terras Aſirea reliquit, ſhe hath forſaken the earth. 
If we may conclude the abſence of wiſdewe by the 
wart of her hand:maids, T am ſure there will too 
juſt cauſe appeare'of this complaint z for tell mel bc- 
ſeech you ; | 

When we ſee prophaneneſſe in the Church, wanton- 
neſſe in the Chambers, coFenage in the Shops, drux- 
tenneſſe in the Streets; when we heare the vaine and 
curſed Oathes, which are belched from the black 
monthes of common (wearers, the datwnable poſitt- 
ons, and. horrid Blafphemies which are uttered by 
the poyſonous lips of falſe teachers, may we not con- 
clude there is none of that wiſarme which is firſt 
pore ? ES Ln 5 Es 
| Again, 


At. 
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Againe, when we obſerve what a ſpirit of diviſion 
is gone forth into the Chriſtians world, how many 
not troubled (would 'God there were more of them) 
but 3ronblow ſpirits there are amang-'us, who would 
be accounted Angels, though it be but for iroabling 


the waters, what betrazing, backbiting, ſlandering and - 


devonring there is one of another, . ſo that Men ate 
not Merz, but Wolvrs, Tygers . and Dragons each ta 
other, may we not inferthere is none of that wiſdome 
which is firſt pure,and then pexreable and gentle? 

Againe, when we take- notice how preſsmptuous 
and ſelfe-willed the moſt are, how tenacious, tome of 
errontows opinions, -and others of witiews practices g 
thoſe ſhnting their -exes' againſt cleare compic#:ons, 
and cheſe Ropping their eares againſt moving diſ[ws- 
font, (o that you may' as well ipeak to a deafe ad- 
der, or a dead may, it is.not manifeſt there is none of that 


wiſdome which'is exffetobeintreated,”'' heal 
i{dome, 


Further, is there not a great wars of that w 
which is full of mercy among us, when men are ſo 
ſevere to thoſe whom they 'account offenders , and 


heard harted tothem 'whom they cannot bur ſee ze- 
ceffitons, yea'T would-to Gerd there'were not many, to + 
whom ir is a Joyful peQtacle'to behold men of their - 


 owne nation, rel:gion, ſunition, expoſed to miſery and 
e111 et BA. - | 

: "Yet further, is there not-a ſad decay-of: that: wiſ- 
dome which is full of - good fraits:, when: as there are 


? 


fo few gvd works; -cither of Pity or  Chatity viſible - 
among us * Nay, I' would to God char. the good fruits + 
which-oqranceſtors planted, were wor plucked up, and | 


I}Yor greedy monthes:t0.devour... 


£ 
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wiſ- 


cre-notan -cyident dearth 'of | that 
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Jam:s 2 16+ 


Prov. 2. 3,4. 


wiſaome, which is without partiality and bypecriſce, 
when as indeed theſe are become Epidemicall diſeaſes, 
and the predominant fins of the age we live in? .. _ 
| Tr: was *theicharge Almighty: God once layed a- 
painſt. Iſrael, When I lobked that it ſhowld bring forth 


- grapes, -brought it forth wilde grapes ? for indeed the 


queſtion is but a more vehemenr accu/ation, and there- 


fore it is both properly and poſitively expreſled after- 


vacds, He looked for judgement, but behold oppreſion, 
for righteouſneſſe, but behold 4 cry. May not God 
rake up the ſame complaint againſt the Inhabicants 
of this land ? T7 looked for purity, but behold unclean- 
neſſe; for peaceableneſſe , but behold contention , for 
gentleneſſe, but. bthold fierceneſſe; for trattableneſſe, but 
loe obſtinacy; for mercy , but loe cruelty, for good 
freits , but loe barrenneſſe ; for equity and ſincerity, 
but behold partiality and hypocriſce- : ſo. that there is 
L:tle orno true wiſdome and, knowledge of God in the 
Land, Hor irs - the 4133; TY 
True it is, there are in this age 94ny. (never more) 
pretenaers to this wiſdeme, theſe #alke much, nay brag 
and 6o«ft of ir, yea they would gonfine-it ro themſelves 
and. their own fraternity, as i all others were but fools 
in ſpirituall. matters; but: their 4y2pure, contentious, 0b. © 
ſtinate, craell , unju# and hypocritical lives proclaime 
them #raexgers to it , to whom I may juſtly ſay in 
the words of our ApeF#le, to the arrogant believer, 
Shew us your wiſdome by your workes, OO OG 
Whar then.remaineth, bur that every one of us, aC+ 
cording to Solsmons counſell, Cry after this wiſdome, 
and lift up our voice for underflanding, that we ſee 
her 4s filver, and ſearch for. her «s' (ag bia-it60/(1 
aad having found her, let us accord 


A—  — 
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ſiles advice, ſhew out of a gvo0d converſation our works, 
96 thoſe workes- ch - reſtifie rhar our wrſe 
dome is of the right ſtampe , ever remembring that 
of Gregory NafanFew, As that Beauty is beſt, not which 
& painted with Speeth, 
Riches, not which our dreames fancy; but our bands hold; 
ſo: that: wiſdome, not which'glitererh in ſmooth words, 
but iwevidenced by our good works. - + 

| Terdall with a more particular and ſuitable epplica- 

"tion of rhis Scriptaye to the preſent occaſton, 

.. Fuitice and Clemency are as it wete the Fadges two" 
lips, by which he is to pronounce Sentence , his #ws' 
hands. by which he execures judgement: indeed then he! - 
is in his robes, when he is clad with the rich ſcarier of 
equity, and the white fur of pitty. On the one hand a 
Fodge muſt be' impartial in his diftributions having 
no reſpeR of perſons, ſaying with- Levi to the greateſt, 
the r/cheft, the neare#\, the deareſt, neſcio vos,T know you 
20t; on the other hands Fudze niuft be compaſſnonate, 
mitigating" the ſeverity of the Law, purting a drfſerence 
between offenders , being »wwilling ro puniſh . where' 
he may ſpare without i»jurie; May: but-wiſdowe ſtand 
at-the ;F#dges right band, ahd-it* will prompe him to - 
_ theſe, as'being' ful: of werey ,. ad withoat perii- 


9. Hor £7 W 
The preat* inipliyments- of inferiour: Faſftices of the 
Peace, is, to inconrage godlinefſe and virtue, diſcoun-' 
rewance ice and? wickedneſſe, ſwppreſſe'riots, and tu- 
mules, compoſe differences among* neighbours, #4kt* care 
thavthe Lords diy mity be 0bſcrved, hi hyſe frequented, 
his .namenot"blaſptiemed, the pvorifed and- imployed,! 
and that houſes of difbrdey,':(the'Springiof: thoſe filrby>+. 
waters which def/e-the land) miy-beentticr wholly pop 
PS > ped 


but ſeen with the Eyes, and thaſe. ELIT 


— 


Wi{domes Charatter. 


ped-up, or thrqughly porged., to:all this doth the 
_— in my Text engage, as being pure xd peace- 
ble: | | 

Let the Lawyers make this wiſdewe which is without 


 Hypocriſie their Counſelor, and then I am ſurethey will 


not dare cither to put a foxle gloſſe upon a f4ir Text, or a 
fair glove upon a fowule hand, by calling good evill, or 
evill goed, puiting darkneſſe for light, and light for dark- 
neſſe, bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter, 

Were but this wi{dowe, which is pare, and without par- 
Hality, Fore-man of - the Grand Inqueſt, and all other 
Faries, 1 am ſure they would not for feare or fa- 
vour connive at groſſe offences, or bring in wnja#t ver- 
dis. 

Were this Wiſdome which is - without Hypecriſie , 
ſet as a Watch before the door of their lips, who 
are to give Evidence , they .would not dare to 
ſpeak any thing but what is #414, and be ſo far 
trom uttering 41y thing againſt, that they would 
_ nothing ,. but what is 4ccording to their know- 
eage, pL nn 00" | 
wr the ſubſervient Officers of the Court follow the 
diftates of this wiſdewe, which. is, full of mercy, and 
without partiality; and then they will- nor cither 
grinde the faces the poor through exaQing of fees, 


' not yet. take bribes of the Rich, for expedition of 


caules. TAY Es. 

Finally, would all that are Plaintiffs in any Court 
conſult with this wiſdome, which is, peaceable., gemile, 
eafie to be imtreated and full of mercy, they would 
not quarrell, de lana caprine , goe 10 Law for every 
3rifle, they would be willing to withdrew their a&ti- 
ons upon reoſovable offers, and hearken to moderare 
CeErmes 


Wiſdomes Charatter, 


termes of reconciliation, whereby Fudge and Fury might 
be ſaved a great deale of trowble. 

In one word, may this 8qn1went of heavenly wiſdome 
run downe from the head to the beard, and from 
thence to the skirts, from the greateſt to the leaſt, 
and then, not till then, will parity and piety be 
reftored, partiality and hypocriſie banifht , jaſtice and 
mercy maintained, and peace with truth eſtabliſhed , 
which Almighty God grant in his good time for Feſws 


Chriſt ba ſake, 


Oe —— 
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| Quam care ferit as, que credebat quod deprehendere domei- | | 
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Unmaskedina Sz x Mo x Preached 


at Oxford on Act Sunday, Amn.Dom. 1654, 
in the Pariſh Church of St. A4/datr. 
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By NaTr: Hardy, Miniſter of Gods Word, and Preacher 
co the Pariſh of St. Dieviz Back: Church. 


Prov. 21. 30. 


There i no wiſdome nor underſtanding vor connſell againſt | 
the Lord. | 


Aug. de ſanQis Innocent. Serm.2. 


wu fraudibus poſſet ? © 
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ENF WE WOES 


LE — 


S52026000608/2K25826 25:22 
 -- TO HIS 
SINGULAR FRIEND, 


eALEXANDER BURNET, 
i | Doctor inÞP-n YS I C K's 
, Health Externall, Internall, Eernall. 


£D9T # an cxperienced truth, that the Devill & 
AS - Gods Ape; and'the difſembler « Mimick 
2s Saint ; whatever graces Gods children 
> hve in ſubſtance, Hypocrites (the Devils 
mo i firſt borne) have in ſemblance. Thus ſuper- 
Fition patrerh 0» the ſhew of devetion, faRion of Feale, 
andſubtiley of wiſdome. 'But as the dulnefſe of Come 
mon elsſſe s* conſpicuous, when ſer by the tranſparent 
Chriſtall, avd 4 Briſtol Foe, when compared with the 
ſparkling Diamond, loſeth #ts luſtre, fo rheſe mock: yer- 
tucs «re Found $08 light, when weighed with ſolid graces 
inthe ballance' of the SanQuary : For thi reaſon it is, 
that I have annexed ths enſuing ts the precedent dif- 
courſe, that earthly 4nd heavenly --wiſdome , being ſes: 
together, it may the better appeare hom great 4 diſtance 
and diſſonancy there « between them, notwithſtanding 
their ſeeniing ally ance. > 
An&now(Worthy Sir), 208 either to put my ſelfe out of 
debt #0" you, which cannit be without an adxquare retali- 
atign, aud vneble{ſe f0.p84 youjn debt to me, which canner: 
” £37 - 8 "4 Ky Fo of 2 " 


-- 
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FCS 1 Lan. Motu. 
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be, without 8 worke of ſ upererogation, but to make a pub- 
bick xlnowdgtale  bpm:xre ay e{,0mm indebred. to 
your goodnelle, s the defigne of ths Dedication. 

Indeed were I to write of yal, ad _ ro _ I ſhould 
(45 juſtly. 1 might) exſpatiare,in werchargcer- of your 
ar ax Ws YM þ Hd" thf, ve RY re- 
with God, Nature, Education 47g lagduſtry, have far- 


Fa 
., 
- 


0f 


4 
. 


% 


friend, gratuitous care & 4, Phyſitian ,,and:bqunteous. 
love a 4 Pariſhioner, which you have expreſſed to me, 

are (ingly, much more.joyntly ſtrong obligations; for 4 

which, Accept. good. Sir) my. hearty thanks, Yogetber, 
with my earneſt prayers, that God wow: crown your: 
Skill with ſuccefſe, your eftate with proſperity, y0vr. life. 
with old age, Jour minde with tranquility, your ſoul with. 


his grace, end that grace with glarye. : bla hl oh, 
ITY IT S UUIMI vB ani. bk 


Yours moſt cordially:to,." ....;.; 
HOMES OE wt I YP: ai3t ob! 
*. *. . Terve and honour you,  - 
"4:1: 1 $ bs . 5 © AN : 5 
; ty ? , a ; * 
as + = fa ft ? vac 1 *TJ * G4 3h Nr <. : 
| \N'a THz HARDY. 
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Magnifica c@< . 

li lingue. Aug de 


©. E.S of the Meſitab to thew, is no ſmall conſe- 
tation to 9. Chriſt borne and not known, would have 


been as a Book cloſped, Fountain ſealed, 'ahd.* Treaſure 

#14, no 'comfort- in, nor profit by him't Or had! this 

light (chough core into thewvrld) only ſhined in Fury, 

we muſt ſtill have fate in derkweſſe, and*the ſhadow of 

dedth. Bur behold - {the Evengelff would have us ves, r. 
docit;and well we may) behold withjoy and'wonder'a 
_— » - 


x a—_—— 


aero: Wiſdomes Counterfeit, ; 


Ape bl Stay appeareth to the wiſe men in a far Countrey, and 

Juſzren et; thisno ordinary, | but extragrdinary light, not by. Ns- 

nuu, ſed Divini erkSeryts bu Dive") ppoinement, made onely for 

a np grab: che Waring Stay to.chis Sim of R/gh1con 

ſe novitate fig- wſe- "Tis Fr Prove et 11; Load: STAY, ſ thiy* follow 

6c gaps pode it; : following, they: comets Fernſlens, and coming en- 

: geire qr this Rojall Babe. Yeitorport, #oftro; Ohour 

S012 ©1230 ff: 1 4 ame Star) is obſerved, and follewed by. the 

£008; as inf peadeavont--ti 

extingw)ſh thoſe pts, with which the Heaven of 

. our Church is beſpangled. But how could they be afſu- 

- this Starre was Eeriſts: ? and by irs appearing con- 

pros comming, ? Doubtlefſe as they had a Starre 

withoo}; fo they had s Debewithis,- >the Spitics Revela- 

GC d,the-.Starirs ritiong-upon« which 

NS onhpoag oy their 2-6-4 and emboldned in 

Ver. 2. many ſaying, Where eter nin419' K Ling of ihe 

Fewer tf 

They en not \ohbrles ry Iu bag be » was bers; 

not doubting of the rope) 1gworapt of the place 3 ; 

and, which argueth the ſfrength of their Faith, and 

., Aiſnſpor their Spinige,, they enquire of him a52 Kjng : 

i the Beers and publiſh theit invens'to Worſhip hins. 

+1" Here was Faigh ofthe rteht ſtamp net ſappriffcd in theit 

Hes mes;but expreſſed to the world: 1 believed therefore 

Plal.116.1% FÞates daith- Davidgnand thefe wiſe men, not Shely be- 

pri with.their hearts, pre with ny 
if Feſpi.t be bord. fb _ DIITEES 

_ is . (ly ange | newes;.: >w girka ming - ” "nid 

rags exrapdi.is brovght'- to:: Hereds gares, 'and. 

ſpecdily\ w/ſ thr eng, 'the whole-City!,i: wherear 

Ver..3. bT4 Fa 71g tronbleas. Herod: forr fekr 

ele: pvc Wegdavdorſtwrobory COMM 
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: Wiſdemes Connierfeit, 3 
motions y he, leſt he ſhould be &ofſefſed of. his1throve, 
they; left they thould:;be diſquiried tin:cheir: peare:+. Bur 
why :(0-Herody dee boſe timerons:thouginoperplioxether? 
Itis true, a:King of the Fewes is berye;| but iſuoh'\ an'one 
whoſe Kingdome is not of this world, onethat here-wias 7* 


h.18,36, 


to-havens other Crowweheniof Zharker,) nor Scepten but 5,104 ue 


a-Reed; nar Threne then 7.Craſſ®,) Qac that iF.come; Wer. EHP 
neges deſtituere, ſedconſtituera,meoxto depoſe;burgbablyſb Svpbane ater 
K:ngs in their lawfull rights, whoſe:commands'extite 4 celeftia. 
not: Rebebion; but require. HdegraritesompwhoR intent <fen nice ibid, 
is fo purcRaſoan, Feaperly;:norembo away Farrkbly Keng- 
gems, "Srdeed hin fave ipprefenjhan woncerning) Ghrf, 
was the true cauſe of his perturbation." Flo igreareftnies- 
mitzer.bave forche'moſt pajvarhſetrom: cantcleffe farrs, 
and groundlefle jratpnficry andemiſibonceis! have-Rill 
teen gniliy:afbsit wanbs andparſcaitjors.2Buc rHdugh 
#Hgrodweratr onled:: (as: Fyramnin is over fuſfreindinyidnd 
Guilt jedlars)..yco why Frriſalenr 2 /ichofiid more rexfon 
toreogge at the opportune:approach 'of her :R?deemrey, 
(Alas dhey-had alreadyubern were routwithi cheges; and 
.over-tofltd with tronblatymoogodet, if no _ 
ſomewhat Jailedin a! condiviom quietly gurl, -the'inew 
of abmtter, probably trex6!y/vee proue wawelioms.” This 
He who was the Ange ſor , the gMegierſvy,':antt I{re- 
elaconſoldtish; become \Berveds foie) andferaſalems $953 
#errearong font als paodt or eng Gainw 2: | | 

Yet Herod determineth to uſe Witldnfiis anger ; #5 Lonine. 
he ſupptedſirh hisrayble, dilfeniblecdtthis inrernion; and jun 47 
according to Zyſanders maxime, covereth' His .Zyupy pine.Lyſand, * 
Chief Preis amldor iter therpcople} achnowledgeth : 
a:Cbryftehic Lordy Awndintrd) vat religiontpuinunert V5 5 6 
of then plus yſis Ws: Beiig ſumed tarifiem y.., 

| | 2 


where; 


* 4 \ , «\ (vt W - is 


"ſimmer Commer.” 


where this $#» ſhouldariſe, with the ſame ſhew of De- 
votionheenquirerh of che wiſe mex,when the Stur ap 
red, and without'any more adoe, dipercherh them away 
about ſearchof theperſon;. ſo'it followerh in the Texz, 
Hnd be ſent, 8c... 

The ſumme of thevorſeis Herods politique compliance 
_ withthe wiſe men; and hif.erafty endeavont by their means 


*" .— Vo get Chriſt into bis owne hands, Whercin: we have com: 


-» fiderabletheſe Generalls: + 
'  . 1. His ready HMiſfiron, And he ſevt them to Berhlehenac 
2:. His ſubtile'Commiſiien,' Saying., Goe:ſtarch diti- 
| gent for the Jeong chllde; and ahonyeu batic Py 
ing me word ag eine; +... 
ig. His ample Promifſion, That p way (which: is-as 


mach. hes Ewilly :cowe 4nd worſhip bimalſou;: it 


\22Fheſe@e the plainiparioof char SadtedineeſHeez with 
which:GeZhith ſent-merony ou:thisays imo which:T 
hdvelaboured by Divino-lighr td ſearch diligently, what 
profitable ;1eſſons are contained iin; gach;; I am»come 
'by. Divine-aſliſtance-to bningyds: word ; "through each 
of. theſe, I thall:goe with! ſpeed and plainenefſe), 
; heartily defiri thatckeendiof:our coming hicher this 
day to merſbip 1ybeig/ory to kins;/[mg 'profis tO 
our ſelves.; Beginning with;:' 
W-(7] rg. CE ifiag rad beſet phemite Bethlehem. 
In which part we-have theee circumſtances: ob-. 
-Rrvables 1 © faniin/nah hon 
\ od; whither ito! "Ietblabem. . iey _ Herod 
6, A _ PTS oF {65 
ghey. are 7nd heed has they welt > | 
= waSiemoreyikely Hly-arios Fowds Kmg;.then 
Ropoll Coy? Buc AW qu in\Pro- 
debiloies, 
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Wiſdomes Counterfeit. Wt 
babilities, eſpecially when we meddle with Divine matters. 

God uſually gocth -a way 'by- bimſel/e, neither are bis 

thoughts as onr thoughts. Fernfatem was to be'the place © 

of Chriſts death, Bethlehem of his birth, that of his Paſ+ 

fion, this of his Incernation, that of his Setting, this of 
his:Riſing,” He ſent thems to. Bethlehem. . 

-: The #67 then where Herod ſent them was right, there 

ſurely and only was this new-born Kixg to be found. Beth- Lui, », xr; 
lebem was the town of David, 8&«his King was the Sow of 

David. Bethlehem by interpretation is'the houſe of Bread, 

& Chriſt is the Bread of Life. At Bethlebem was heard the Plat. 132.6; - 
fiſt newes' of the Temple, and heis the-Lordof the Tew- . 
ple. Finally, Bethlcbew was noviſfima appidorum, the ap rats 
beaſt of towues:, and the Meſſiah was, noviſimus viro- Vulg._ 
rum, the loweſt of men;.'what could better fig his bumble | 
fare,chen ſomeane aplere'?.% oO 

':Andtruly to Berhfeherms wer muſt ill be (eat, if we 

intend to finde Chriſt : as he made choice of: a zttle 

Village to be born at, ſo of lowly ſpirits ro dwell in; as he 

came forth of a poor City, ſo herefideth uſually among 

the: poorer ſort. Seek-not then for Chriſt among the 
; great, but little ones of 'the world, -took-not for himron 
the Mountaines, but the Fallyes. In this ſorry deſpiſed 

Village is the Meffiah born, : 

- 2, He ſent them; It would not here be omitted that Hez 

though a witkedperſon,::direts\the wiſe men to Chrii 2 

Bad men may inſirudt others in good.' How often have 
you ſeen a lead» Ciſterne convey pleaſant.water,: an iron 

key open a golden Trealury,. and choice fruit ſerved up 
in-a woodden platters God ſomerimes maketh-uſe of a B«+ 
Lam topom atithe Stay, of :a: Raven to: carty.Eliah this 
Food, and hete of an'Herodto-fend the miſe.mento Berhy 
lehem, . | ; \- pre cb 
1.4923 | BZ: Deſpiſe.-- 
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* Deſþiſe not then-the.; Honey combe, becauſe found 
ina Lyonscarkeſe, refuſe ot the curious pidture, becauſe 
drawnby acrooked: Painiany> confermne not whelſome dis 
reQions, though given by! a foal'weath.. 'We like nor 
the Sun the worſe.whea it breaketh. through a dark c/oud, 
nor Gold che 1: (ſc, though ſent ina leatherne purſe, ,nox 
a friends: letter the works, becauſe brought iby a, drrry 
Carriet,' though the:man bean Herod, yer if he ſend thee 

| ro Chriſt, followhis/advice. - Quo th ht 
Enrex Imp'u .\ Bur.that which is eſpecially comfiderable'is the ſerwce: 
; + reg ate ableneſs of. Herod; tanbe* Migieg defigne, he reſplveshrthes 
beta  doudr;«cqbaiareibrhem witheheplace,tyfiraerhthenyin 
inſervit, ur lori% che way, andiinceerggeth them tothe journey, (omuch 
Me netiregs  BeFuconceiveth.included'inthe word 7ivlas blend?\iter 
Muſer Jn .; Fommonſiraſſe,thatin afriendly.mannes hefxrebered their 
Gif 4 progreſie,direiFed them to Bathlebepr, and:by;thismeags 
Pe helped them.ia their ;piaus: endeawnurs.. [14 eter. irppit 
fix conatibus prodeſſe bonis cogantur, . Thus are the wicked 
though againſt their wills ,aſ1ſtant to the. gadly, There are 
Greg. twethings which wngedly,men are. forced to ſerve; Geds 
Sacred: Decrtes; the Saints: godly: purpoſes. Dei conſiliia 
bumana fatta etiam tunc congrut ſerviunt, cam reſiſinus, = 
Gods counſells are then effe&ti#g, when moſt oppoſed, 
and thouch his enemies meare nos fo, they are: ſtill ac+ 
compl:ſhing his worke. > And: as. Gods evds are alwaies ful- 
filled; ſo. goed: wens:,8/mes-arc aft: times 'funthered-by 
the wizheab and whilft intentionally they drive: on-their 
owne dcfignes, acciaentally;they are affiſtant to the. Saints 
.enterprizes.': Thoſe Carpenters.in Noahs time aimed only 
aiheir one gaine;: yerchey bulle that. Anfe: which: {2+ 
ved his':ife;  Lehans: intentions:in allpttng: Facob the 
_ "ſeokled ſheen, were natedrdiady good, andyet by that 
meanes Facobs [labeurs are proſpered, and his ſtore - 
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creafed.” Little thought Pharaohs daughter of reſcuing 
the children of Iſrael trom her Fathers yoak, and behold 
ſhe cher:ſheth that ch:lde, who proved their deliwerer, 
Phayzoh himſelfe let the 1ſraelites goe on of no:pood 
meaning, witnefſe the'ſpecdy purſuit, and yet thereby a 
paſſage is opened for fulfilling both Goxs. promiſes 
of, and: their deſires after the Land of Canaan. 

Oh ler us behold with joy and view with wonder the 
ovet-ruling wiſdome of the Almighty, which maketh his 
__ and Nis fervants adverſaries, inſtrumentall both of his 

glory and theirgood. Whey a mans wayes pleaſe the Lord 
he maketh his znemies, not onely to be «t peace with, but 
ſu#bſervient zo him;and as Chriſt cauſed the Fiſh (though 
auwittizghy)' to bring himimoncy in its mouth for paying 
iribe; (0 God maketh the wicked (though unwillingly) 
contr.bute «ſtance to his people in their holy anderta- 
kings, So did Herod" in the: Text, his «ime in ſending - 
the: wiſe- 2102 ta, Bethlchews,, was to. compaſſe his owne 
miſchievous defiene, of killing, and'yet by ſending them 
heiferthered their religious:defire of finding and Worſhip- 
ing'Chriſt.. | | £ 

3-He ſent them,T might here take notice of the impiety 
of Hered, in that he ſent er/ers,” bur went not himdclfe ; 
ke ſheweth themthe ready way to'Chriſt, bur ſets not'a 
fear ' forward himſelfe. Thus. ' they may: lead others to 
* Heaven, whoyet negledt it themſelves, The Whetſtone 

that ſhwpereth: the knife: remaincth blunt it ſelfe, the 
Bell caileth others to heare; and'yer is deafe irſelfe,: the 
Sipne ſheweth the paſſenger-anÞ-ne for harboy, (whilſtir 
ſelFe'is weather-beaten, the- Nightingale that is reſtleſſe 
her ſelfe;+ ſongs another into a ſweet ſleep, finally, the. 
Srarne points #traveller his way, but #irrecb not ir ſelfe, 
and many-who care not for ©hriſt;rhemſetves, 'may ou 
I. -* . Ns: - 
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inftrumentall-in bringing others to him. Some there are 
ſo vile that they will neither goe themſelves, nor ſend 
others; ſuch was our Saviewrs juſt complaint of the Pha- 
riſees, that they would neither enter into the Kingdome 
of Heaven themſelves, nor ſuffer others, The moit are ſo 
bad that they will not a&# themſelves, 'though they are 
ſogood, as topermit, yea, excite others: to the worke of 
finding Chriſt. But ſurely, no» meretur Chriſtum inve- 
aire.qui per alios querit, this ſacred-ſervice cannot be 
performed by a proxie, nor ſhall he ever finde Chriſt, 
who onely ſets others about it, as Herod in the Text, He 

_ But that which is eſpecially obſervable in this particu- 
lar of his ſending.themto Chri, is, how Herod policy 
failed him. Subtilty would have taught him mot acall to 
have ſent them, but others, why did he not imploy his 
owne Covrtiers, rather then truſt frengers ? why did he 
not rather prevent theirjourney,then haFard his own dif- 
appointment? or,if his:det4ining them might have raiſed 
a ſuſpicion, yer fince the matter ſo neerly concerned him, 
and the journey was ſo [mall, why did he not goe himſelfe 
with them 2 or it not ſo, why did he nor, together wich 
them, ſend meſſengers of his-owne, of whoſe fidelity to 
his deſegne, he might have aſſured confidence © Nothing 


had been more eafie and plauſible then ſub of ficis pre- 


texts, ina way of Complement, under pretence of Conur- 
tefie, to have ſent ſome aſſsſonates with them, who might 
have diſpatched the c<h;lde :immediarely; Some lay the 
reoſon of all this was to avoid:ſuſþicion, But doubtleſle 
kerein the: wiſdome of God was remarkable, who ſo far 
bl:ndes him, me c0nſilinm quod ante pedes. erat, arriperet, 
that he did not-lay held 03. ſoobviow 2nd probablea 
way of accompliſhing his defigne,  D-vino nuts acfum 
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ut Herodes confideret in (implicitate Magorum, Gods pro- 
videnceſo ordered it, that Heyod (ſhould confide in the 
wiſe mens returne, and fo deceive himſelfe. Had either 
Herod or any of his :nſtruments accompanicd them, ei- 
ther they muſt zor have found the childe, or theſe muſt 
have found him alſo; that had been inconvenient for 
them, thi had becn dangerow for Chriſt. Divine pru- 
dence provideth againſt beth, by rnfatuating Herod in No onels ma- 
_ hisplor, in which, whilſt he carryed it on with various — 
policy, he diſcovered a fottiſh ſimplicity. Such a fool is N.Comin 
the craftieft Politician, when God will defeat him. The !oc. 
Germanes have a proverb,When God intends to deſtroy any 
man, he firſt cloſeth ap hs eyes, apreeing with that of 
the Poet, Duos Fupiter wilt perdere dementat ; So hedid 
by Herod, he doth oft-times by the wicked, ſhut their 
ezes that they ſhall not ſee the things which make for 
their greateſt advantage. | : 
The verity of this deFrine be pleaſed to obſerve in a 
double parallel, the one eminent in Sacred, the other in 
Prophane hiſtory. Let the one be FeFabe/\, a woman of 
no lefſe politick a brain then Haug hty ſpirit, and yer in thar 
paſſage concerning Z1;ab, ſhe at once diſcovered both i Reg 15,23. 
abundance of fury, and defet? of ſubtilty, How deep her 
malice was, let the meſſage ſpeak, wherein ſhe threatneth 
the Prophet with loſſe of :fe, and that with a carſe upon 
her ſelfe, if her intent were not performed; how ſhallow 
her wit was, let the [endif of a Meſſenger and her dclay 
of execrtion ſpeak. Whar policy more plaine and com- 
08 then to ſtrike before we ſpeak, and ſeize on an Enemy 
unawares? Whereas ſhe ( befovled no doubt by God) 
warned him both of the thing and time, whereby he had 
opportunity, and found mcanes of eſcape. Let Anaro- 
nicws be the other, who though he cauſed the _ 
Boo 
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Blood to be let forth of the-weynes of many, to get and 

reſervethe Kingdome, yer ſuffered ir to run in 1ſaactus 
his body, who at length diſpeſſeſſed him of his «ſurped 
Empire. Thus the moſt expert gameſters doe ſometicaes 
overſee,and the moſt cunning Polititians are oft confoun- 
ded by Godin their own devices. 

See then the truth of Elipha{ his aſſertion concerning 
God, He taketh the wiſe in their craft, and the counſel 
of the froward #. carried headlong, fo that what Terhro 
affirmed concerning the «/£gypiians infolent carri- 
age towards the 1ſraclites, may be applyed to the frau- 
dulent praQices of the wicked againſt the Church, In the 
thing wherein they dealt proudly, and thoſe deal wife- 
ly, God is above them, Let nor then any diyelliſh 4chi- 
zophels flatter themſclves in their dark defignes, cloſe 
contrivances, as if there were no power to crofle their 
projects, or wiſdome to defeat their counſells, While 
they conſpire on Earth, God lawgheth in Heaven , while 
they ſooth upthem(clves in their ſubtilties,God mocketh at 
their fimplicity. The fool:;ſhneſſe of God { ſaith St. Paul) 
& wiſer then men, and the wiſdome of men is foel:ſbneſſe 
with God, nay, when they thinke all the cranntcs are 
ſtopped, a wide door is letc open for Gods providence to 
evecuate their policies. We have a common proverb, 
When wen thinke to doe for the beſt, it commonly falls ont 
to bethewor# - it may fitly be applyedto crafry Machi- 
aveljans, when they ſuppoſeFhar they have done the 
wiſejt, they prove themſelves ſtarke fools, ſo was it with 
Herod in ſending theſe eWHagi, f without aſfociates ) 
to Bethlehem, And ſo I paſſe from his ready Mifionro 

Hu crafty Commiſion, Goe and ſearch, &c. 

In this pert of the Text, two things offer themſelves to 
our conſideration, De quo, and qu/d, 
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The perſon to whom theſe Mag? are direed. 

The errand about which they are ſent. 

Whom the Commiſſion concerneth, the young childe. 

What it requ:ireth, Goe ſearch diligently, and bring me 
word ag 4. ; | | 

I. The perſon they are ſent tq enquire afcer is the young 
child, And if you pleaſe a while ler-us Teave hunting the 
Foxe, and view the lineaments of this childe. A young 
child: indeed he is called by Herod, but ſuch a ch1ilde as 
never 4xy was before him, nor will be after him, like ro 
him ; Conſult the Prophet Tſay, and you ſhall finde a glo- x7, ,.c, 
rious deſcription of this childe, ſuch a childe as is a So, 
Maryes childe, but Gods Sowne; (uch a childe who is a 
Father and that of eteraity : a childe, but of no meane 
ranke, noleſſe then a Prince of peace + a childe indeed in 
geeres, not in underſtanding, for he is a Counſelour, in 
ſumme, a feeble childe, and yet a mighty Ged, well may 
he be called Wonderfrll. 

 Olert us admire with th«nkfulneſſe the gracious con- 
deſcenſion of our Redeemer, who being {o high, vouch- 
ſafed roſtoop ſo /ow, qui fecit nos, quantillius fails pro 
moba? he that made us, how little 1s he made for us ? 
Majeſty is cloathed in wileneſſe, Power appeareth in weak- 
neſſe, the fonnder of Reaven is rocked in a cradle, and 
hechat ſweyeth the world, is ſwathed in clouts. Was 
there ever humility like this * that uiyas %&- ſhould be- 
come wie» feig@, the great God, a bittle childe, the as- 
cient of dayes, a tender infanthe who is immenie magnus, 
ſo great,as:thathe fils Heaven and Earth,to be palmeris,a 
child of «pep long.. Finally, that he who is regens ſyders, 
ſhould become ſugens wbera , the governoxy of the Fars 
to-be nouriſhed by a-dvg. - O the depth of this abaſement! 
the height of this lowlineſſe ! - 7998 and wonder. 
| ; 3 But 
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(by But to return to Herod. It is a note not unworthy our 
Zur y Ci . obſervation, that whereas the Magi call him a King, He- 
a4 rod onely ſtileth him a childe, s Is yas To ovoud arvySTW, 
he could not bear the thing,nor brook the title, 

——Nec Ceſar ferre priorem, Pompeinuſve parem, — 
Royalty cannot endure a*parener, no more then Love 
a corrivdld. No doubt in his theart he conceived 
him a Kizg , elſe why ſo' perplexed at the newes 
of his birth? why ſo jealows of the lofle of his 
Crowne © had he fancied the \'wiſe mens words as 
fables, cither that mo childe'was born, or if born, not 
a King, he would never have harboured fo il] a gheſt as 
feare 1n his breaſt. But ſce, thoughhe know, he will not 
«cknowledgt; though he ſtronaly imagine, he will not 
expreſle his thoughts, nor give him the 2itle of a King, 
as fearing, no doud!, leſt by this meanes he ſhould ob- 
fenre h's own Honour, And truly I am afraid, we ;are 
£00 many of us of #e-ods temper, in this regard , back- 
ward to acknowledge the d!gnities, and publ-ſh the-ex- 
eellencies of others, There ace two: things we are Toath 
toronfeſſe, onr own Ipfirmitics, others eminencies, our 
defects and their worth. The truth is, our pro#d natures 
thinke that others beames darken our Light, their exceZen- 
cie ſtainech our beawty, and their vertue-eclipſerh our 
ſplendour; hence itis, Peacock-like; we ſpread-our own 
2a) feathers, Phariſce like, we-boaſt of: our own per fe#:- 
0x5, but as for the dignities of ethers, we either ſpeak of 
them wich an undervaluing 'diminntion,” or bury. them 
ina neglefull Hence, Ob ibewaret of inordinate'ſeife: 
leve, which makerth-us ſpeak coo highlpobourſelves;and 
exorbirantpride, which maketh us: ſpeak too w#enly of 
others, as Herod here did of Chrif, affording him no 
other appellation then this of a youre childe, + 5 
FIES "WV, 2. :Lne- 
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2. The charge he giveth them about this ch:I4 is double, 
Sedulows Inquiſition, Goe and ſearch diligently. | 
Speedy Information,and bring meword again. 

1. Goe and ſearch diligently, the original words want "BEeTd2w, 
not a lingular en9phaſts, rhe werbe ſignificchſuctra ſearch | 

as is uſed, Examinibus && queſtionibus, by petting inter: 

rogatories, asking queſtions ; the adverbernoterh dconye» 

£5 in the ſearch,going to the utmoſt of a thingjit is as if he «xe:&@; mag 

had ſaid, Let there be no-delay.in your jorrney, nor default 7* 5 «xe» 

'n your inquiry, leave no ftone unrolled, way uxaſſayed, my an 

meanes wnatiempied to- finde rout the: young childe.\. How 50 © 

Fealous Herod ſeemeth'in a good worke;' how induſtrious 

would he have the Maztin the ſearch, whenas his end in 

all 'this was deſperately wicked ! Thus. may. hypocrites 

de: very earneſt in promoting ,--and- performing. good 

aRions for bad ends ; and' ſclfe-reſpedts!::: Who more 

vehement then'Tehu_in execution of ju#ice: on Baals 

Idols, Ahabs poſterity? but his aime. was onely to efta> 

_ bliſh himſeIfe" ia the:-Kingdomez ©. Who: imore forward 

then Abſalom to hrare caules, doertiepeople. right 7 bur 

his zntention was thereby'to throft his! Father from! his 

throne +, Finally, who-more Jeatows then the. Phariſeesiin 

good-dutics © biit- their' exd was onely to be feen of 

men. t; :o7 e't0. "W0.322. TIF 19's ait þ 11 i 21 14 825; 

” Oltemember,wor.a71bur ſed finibua perfantar officia, 

6ur 4i0»7rare meaſitred-by'onr 103e#3-0p5 4 it iS*not 9474 

4gas, but quidqueras, our d6ing,but aime in doing, that 

i5 regarded. 1f the Eye be-fongle;rhe whole body © full of 144.6..1. 

Het, faith-oux Saviotirg the Fathet:moralizeth ir aptly 

eo this purpoſe; Ocala debernne accipers ipfamintentil Aug.deSerm. 

ot qua recht agimus quicquid:facimus, By the Eye we 20min Hom: 

are to underſtand the7»:9w#ion, accordingio which, our 
prrformantes are either rejected or acceptca.. U 5 Ugh 
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Before l leave this Rrazch, 1 cannot omit the ſign?” 

ficancy of the prepoſition, nei, it is not interrogate puerum 

but de paero, ſeek the-childe, but concerning the childe» 

; that they ſhould chroughly ::2quire all circumſtance? 

about rhe ch:lde,,of what Parents, .in what Family , at” 

ter what wanzer, the reaſon whereof is rendred by one 

Muſe, los, to be this, Ut uno Chriſto comprehenſo relique maltitudini 

parceres, that he might ſurprize him and fare the reſt. 

Rather then his perplexed minde ſhould not be ſatufied, 

all che children of the Meſſtahs age muſt be ſ«crificed to 

his malice. But yer ſo b/onay a deligne could not but 

ſtartle his conſcience, Eſt impiis morſus quidam conſcien- 

tie, Even wicked men have ſometimes ſecret 6itings, 

this ſacred Mopitor will peak in bad menseares, though 

againſt their wills; azender conſcience {crupleth at-the 

leaſt ſinne, and :obdorate mindes have ſome kinde of 

remorſe ar great ſinnes. It is true, they lull their conſce- 

ences aſleep, ar laft, as being reſolved to goe through 

with their.defignes .in deſpite of. Law, Conſcience, yea 

God himfelf. Thus Herod,when di/appointed of his plot, 

maliciouſly wardered all the innocenss in Bethlehem ; bur 

ſuch miſchievous «ttempts arc ſeldome brought forth 

without ſome throws of conſcience,and pargs of terrour, 

theſe it is likely this bloody Monſter felr, which made 

him'defire:{o particular 2 ſearch;thaiparing the reſt, he 

might ſingle out Chrift ,- as: the: prime. #bje&#- of his 

envy. ins 6 FIOTTESIA SRO DI 46; cn 

2. Andbring me word againe, the word here uſed is 

applycd to-4mbeſſadors 'rerurning. back with their mel; 

-.. ſage.. Abourthis imployment Herod pretegded.to fend 

'** theſe Mag, with acommand ro return with, an.account 
Renonicem;. Of their Journey, and. it.is obſervable that hefaich not 

bi. © bring word onely , but bring: me mord , he oe wet 
91S Ve |: 
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have them 4iwvalee ic among the people, but fiiſt come 
and acquaint him-with the wewes; for this reaſon doubr- 
lefle, that the childe might be {ain before: it ſhould be 
certainly knows that he was borne. And now before I 
cloſe up this part of the Texr, Icannot but preſent you 
with a doxble obſervation. 

1. Sce how exquiſitely Herod layeth his plot, hedefi- 
reth them to enquire of the childe throughly, and then 
to informe him privatelyg which 4eſ3re of his, had it been 
f#'filled by them, his exterpriFe had in a ſhort time been 
accompliſhed without any hinderance; by their diligent 
ſearch, mitake would have been «voided, inregard of 
the childe, by bringing word firſt to him, all oppoſition 
would have been prevented, in regard of the people. 
How fitly may that terme' be applyed to him, which 
Chriſt gave another of that name, Goe tell that Foxe, Luk.r3.z:. 
Thus w:tty and cunning are wicked mento dee wiſchiefe, 
hence it is, their plots are called Devices, a word in the 3, ,.,,. 
origiuall very fignificant, noting not onely cogitation, but 
excogitation, natural but artificisthoughts,its elſewhere 
uſed to expreſle the $kill and curiofity of watey-workes, ſo 
ſome tranſlate it pooles artificially made, and the exquifice C2**.7-4: 
embroyderies of the Prieſts girdle, ſo that ir fignifieth the es 8.3. 
very (pirits and q#imeſſence of ſinful wit, drawn out for : 
the deviſing of cyill: and as their p/ors are called dewices, 
ſo themſelves are ſtiled crafty, being the ſeed of the Sey- 
| pent, the moſt ſ#btil{ of all the beaſts of the ficld, for 
this reaſon they arc reſembled ro fowlers, who uſe both | i 
ſecrecy and ſubtilty in catching the birds, and oft-times 
the ſnareis ſo cloſely laid, thar there is no eſcape, but by 
breaking through. Ic is the expreſſion of Feremies enc- 
mies, Come let us deviſe devices againſt Feremiah, a fig- Je.18.18, 
nificant expreflion, noting more then ordimery Skill in 


the 
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the black art, as to worke a worke intimateth excceding 
induſtry, ſo to deviſe a device, (urpaſſing ſubnlty , the 
venemous Sprder ſpins not a finer thred out of her bowels, 
then malicious men doe out of their Braines. Bur oh let 
ſuch remember, that to be wiſe in doing evill, is the worſt 


wiſdome , it is better to be a meer fool then ſo wiſe ; eve- 


ry/enful at,the moreskid{thereis init, the moxe ſinne; 
and wit,which ſets off other things, maketh finve che more. 
ugly, : | 
= « See how dargerouſly the wiſe men were enſnared, 
how cunningly Herod had almoſt drawn them' into his 
Aefigne, (oxhat in all probability, had not a gracious war- 
ning by a dream diverted them, theſe friends of Chrift 
had betrayed bim into his enemies hands, Obſerve what a 
piece of ſervice the wiſe men were to have done for He- 


i784, they, ſhould haye been. his ſpies, in ſearching ont, 


and.his #nformers in bringing word; they ſhould have ta- 
ken a great deale of paines in going, ſecking, returning, 
and thereby (though ignorantly) have furthered Herods 
bloudy 2ntent, and haFarded the childes life . 


; Thus are the good ſometimes absſed by the crafty, and 
- -p/0#5 men apt to be enſnared by ſþecioms pretences, into 


deſperately wicked defignes. Credulity is the fault of 
honeſt hearts, becauſe they are ſingle themſelves, they 
look tofindall ſo teoz' nay, the beſt men are ſooxe#t de- 
ceived, being apt to think all gold that ghſtereth. Iris 
not ſeldome ſeen that over-mech charity berrayeth well- 
meaning men into a. good opinion of others, and fo by 


being roo charicable ro others, fooliſhly enſnare them- 
ſelves. Though. charity be not: with Bartimews ſtarke 


bling, yet many times with Zeah ſhe is bleare-eyed, St. 
Paul faith of herShe beareth all things;believeth all things, 


bopeth all things, and inthis ſhe ſometimes erreth on the 
| right 


——_— 
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right hand; :believing.and hoping. too much. of them, 
who indeed deſerve little credit. Theſe wiſe men might 
very well have ſuſpeed Herod in the ſecrecy. of. his. dea- 
ling, in his »eg/:gence togoe himſelfe, inthe meen tice 
| he gavethe. Meſſiah , bur their charity too much Ecip- 
ſed their wifdome, and ſo not miſdeubting his intentions; 
they purpoſe to falf{ his charge. Nor. was this-like to 
have been their #nbappy fate aJone, it: is: too often.feen,. 
that-through roo much familiarity with, credulity of, 
charity towards: :diſſembling : Hypecrites,.. perſons: really 
well affeed,are notonely brought into an high cavce#t 
of their perſons, but partnerſhip m1 their defegyes:; 'We 
need not+goe farre for inſtances, the fad experience -of 
theſe times may;produce.areyy, and thoſe nar onely ſims - 
ple but kyowing, whom the faire words of 'Werodias,: 
and their own facile-behefe hath involved. in miſchievous 
undertakings. na 

' I. Toend this, Cenſure.not, 25 all to be' heretical, 
'who may be ſedzced to erroneous opinidns; ſo neither 
all as rebeliozs, who may be acceſſary to:traiteraus .pra- 
ices. 'Haſt thou been preſerved tromithe inchantments 
of ſeditious Xorahs-F - bleſſe. God; bur be not rog pnchari- 
-able towards thoſe that have hcen ' geluded:y1ſome of 
them may poſſibly. with theſe-in' the \Tex#)-be, both 
good and, wi{emen... Nothing: more-cofttbemfor thoſe 
who can make Religion, Oarherand Lewes; the covers of 
opprefi0n-and rebel{ion,20 deceive;\and:;that the beſ, of 
-men, and therefore:while.we ehberrethoſe, let:us pitty 
theſe, whom. notw}/{wnrfſe bya wrokneſſe; tiath:hetrayed ; 
not 644n:ſſe of iptention, hut; wantaf confrarration bath 
made commutargico,: and aff(ſtant in; Siglenst and virs- 
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their Ventures, heiwwherk ap6n theit afKFiery this DU 
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roof apionc ſoule, thartewmay Mhz ohbery ff Obriſe, 
bs $ } ; Þ 


wiſe: as Serpents, avdinnocent as Doves, Let us carneſt- 
ly beg of:60d,” that Wiſdom: from above, whereby we 
may diſcerneod things that d:fer: 4Ler us not be fo fim- 
pleas to biiieve every word, and ler: us walke circum- 
[rity , .thar we be:noc entangled (with ſpecioue wick- 
cdneſſe; and fo much the rather ket us feare and beware, 
conſidering how 'godd mew have been caught in ſuch 
ſnares Pruphane- ſtory tells us of 'Fhemndorres, ' a podly 
and learned Biſhop, whom Andrenicas: a wicked nſurper 
wor by faweſbeves ro:be'of bis parry, 'and the Texr of 
wiſe wen, who receive a ECommiſon from Herod, and. 
(had notGrdprevented it) would; have. exernted. it, to 
the rave of Chrift eventaally, though not-imtemionally, 
andall becauft of their 'inaonftdecration, and his faite pro- 
wiſe, "whichleadveo: |) blo 00 
His ungpte promifiien, That: Þ may. come and Worſhip 
him alſo. CORDED 
2 Ia which-pait of the- Text, we have'two conſi- 
r (13127 derables?r- noni m3 nn F'f 
N. *45achts inſermation.of the wiſe mens Piety, > ©: 

- 12,” 4 plain Honenſtration' of”. Hereds Hypecriſie. 

1: Thekindofthe Argument-hetenfed by 'Herod, is. 
very 0bſexvable, How:doth he Wee the Mag? to a re- 
turxe, notby promiſcof ample:rewards upon the faith- 
full d/ſcbarge of their Commiſitoz;horbyvhreare of pic: 
#/hnarn.opontheirvegie,; vithoof rhems might lixve 
degorisfirong ſaſpiciewof the plor,but Mentitwo precaters, 
caprer Magoram benewdientianm; promiſing imitation of 


char whiehwatdd inoreTe/aycy them therranly 29/9/40 
ſee Yerod withiffem aWorſhiper of Chit Teiphideed, 
next to Gods glory, and his own felicity thefpular: at - 


$inne. 
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 Sinneis infeiious, and Grace is cammunicative, wicked 
men would have, others as 644, the Saints Others as good 
as thewiſelves, Paul wiſhed that al were like him in his 
Picty, thonghnot in his ſuſerings : the Phariſces.compaſſe 
Sea and Land to make a Proſelyte, the'wiſe mew would 
willingly goe ro Beehlehem, and returne to Fernſalemto 
make Herod a Chraſtian. The Saints account it their 
Honour, know it their Daty 'to gaime 'ſoules, and there- 
fore cauſe the light of their good workes to ſhine before 
others, that their feet may be directed into the: way of 

eats od if nano aft 
: 2. But'tolet this goe, that which in this &:»ae of ar- 
_ gument chicfly preſents it ſelfe ro us, is not the wife mens 
Piety, but Herods Hypocriſie, That I may come and wor- 
ſh;phim, who could have ſaid better ? what could the 
wiſe wen deſire more? words ſmooth as. Oyle,. ſweet as 
Butter, if you-pleaſe we will enlargethem in this para- 
phraſe; Welcome you devout ſtrangers, whom piety. to- 
wards Chriſt hath brought from .a farre Countrey to my 
Territories, your Devation « worthy not encly of commen- 
dation, but imnation,; acceptance, but yeſemblance; and 
as for my ſelfe, 1am reſolved to tread in-your fteps, and 
write after yowr Copy, onely 1 would not be miſtaken in my 
Homage, «and Worſhip Iknow not whom, In what place 
#0 finde the ohilde 1 haweibeen inſtratted by my Learned 
Connſell,vs 4 Barhlehem ; which of the 6hildren in Berhle- 
hem & he, let it be your care to know, throughly informe 
your ſelves, and then acquaint me, aud 1 ſhall readily fol- 
low your pattern, and though my ſelfe « King, become with 
you « fellow ſubjett..to thu cbilde, Theſe were his words, 
but what was his w/me-? - caſt your eyes on the thirteenth 
werſe,and you ſhall finde the Angel declaring ir to Fo- 
ſeph, Herod will feck the young childg 10 acitroy him, 
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Naſcenti mortem, ſcelus pio, 'nndo gladinm, [oli milites, | 


-aragienti- necem prepara, He intends death to this vew- 
 boxne Infant, and: prepareth a Sword for this Innocent 


childe'::: The words-which came from his mouth, never 
entred into his heart, yea, while Butter is in the one, 
Gall is in the other Cogitabat Feſulum non colere, ſed tol- 
lere,' non adorare, ſed necare, his purpoſe-was not as 4 
S4int, to worſhip him, but like a wolfero worry-him, De- 


wotionem promittebit,gladium acuecbat,whilſt he promiſeth 


deyotion., he -perpoſeth deftrugion ;  Pretend'tcnlrum, 
preparat cnltrum, he pretends Homage, and yet prepareth 
4 Knife, his aime being not ſervire, but ſevire, ſervice, 
but ſleughter. Diſſembling Herod, hew groſſe was thy 
Lie, odieus thy Hypocriſie , and divelliſh thy deceit ? 


"Thou ſayeſt thou wilt rome, than meaneſt to ſend , thin ſayeſt 


thow wilt Wor ſhip, thow meaneſt to Murder, thy pretence is 
adoring, thy thought abhorring , thy promiſe « to give 
him honour, thy purpoſe is totake away his life, thy pre- 
rext amity, thy deſigne cruelty; thy expreſsion religions, 
thy intewtion inpioms.; thy profeſſion to feare him as a 
King, thy reſolution to execute him as a Traitor. Thy de- 
wice was incomparably foule, thy pretence fpecionſly faire, 
thy deceit muit needs be unmeaſurably great, in ſaying, 
Bring me word that I may come and worſhip him alſo. 
-- - "Todrawitforth in a thzee-fold obſervation \ © 
14! In general}, ' obſerve how ſeldome Hypocritestongnes 
and hearts goe together, Alind corde tegit, aliud: ore fimn- 
lat, faith one upon the Tex3; Herod meaneth one thing, 
faineth 4xother > {0 dae all Hyporrites," Sapientia {njwne 
anna, cor machinationibus tegers, (enſumwerbavelare, 
us falſe, vera oftendeve, que wera;faiſa demonſtrare, It 
1s cſteemed/by wicked men as a piece of policy ro-uſe Hy- 


| potriſie, and ever to_ keep a d1H#ence between: intime 


cords. 
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cordis, and extima ors, their inward tboughts and out- 
ward ſpeeches, ſorhat whereas our Saviour ſaith, Ont | 
of the abundance of the heart, the month ſpraketh : Hypo- 
rites ſpeak not out of, but contrary to the abundance of 
their hearts. It was the brand (et upon Alexander the. 
ſixth, and the Puke of Yalentia his Sen, that the one we- 
wer ſpeke whar he meant, and the other never did what 
he pake,ſotruly did they, 8 all diſſemblers do,deſerve the 
Pſalmiſts Epithetes,of lying flattering,and deceitfall lips. pq. 4, 14G, 
© There are ſome. indeed who. tell-us_ of: pie. frandes, _ » 
a godly difiimulation, 1.like well the Chrifian, but-not 
the S:7-mame, and I wonder how any dare joyne them-to- 
gether, when the parties are not agreed, It was not Re- 
beccahs aime, though piows, to obtain the bleſſing for 
.Facob, nor Fehaes pretence, though Fealows, ro doe exe- 
cution on Baals Prieſts, will excuſe cither of them in their 
lzes, and make themeanes they uſed for accompliſhing 
their defignes to be /awfull; and ſurely. if officious lyes 
be not warrantable, pernicious muſt be abhominable,ſuch 
as Hypecrites uſuallyare, and Herods was. | | 
Indeed we muſt diſtinguiſh between concealing. truth, 
&:ſpeaking falſhood, it.is one thing cum ſilends abſconditur 
verum, to keep ina truth,another,cum loquendo,promittl- 5, y, 
tar falſum, to belch out a lye; Jam-not bound to ſay all I 
#binke, and yetil muſt thinke all I ſay ; the tongne 15 but 
the hearts herauld; and-mult proclaime the ſenders meſ- 
ſage; he thar ſpeaketh all he kxowes is not wiſe, but he 
that ſpeaketh what he doth not meane is not honeft. I 
would not have my. heart too. #ear my mouth, leſt I 
ſpeak raſhly, nor yet too fayre from my. tongue, leſt-I 
ſpeak falſely... Indeed were there ns God, to-ſearch the 
heart, he were a foole that would not diſſemble;burt ſeeing 
there is, he is a fool :hat will, Oh let us take heed of- 
WO] D 3 COm-.- 
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committing this fo/y with our lips, rather-Jet them be 
like the Sponſesiin che'Camticles, which are reſembled to 
a ſcarlet thread, in alluſion (ay {ome} to the thread 
which-R«hab hung ont at the window, as a token of her 
fidel:ty in keeping promiſe with the pres, ſuch: ler onr 
words and promiſes be, It was good advice which Fre- 
drickgave the Senate, tha: ſimalation and d:ſ{1mulation 
ſhould ve left at the door when they centred into the Se- 
nat hoyſe , tar be ic from Religion to «llew! of either. 
Lergood Devid be our preſident, whole winde was the 
Secretary, and tovgue the pen, or if you will,” the virgins 
that follow the lambe, who have no .guile intheir months, 
or rather the lambe it ſelfe, the young childe in the Text, 
of whom the Prophes ſaith, there was no deceit in hs 
wouth, not Herod whole expreſſions are not onely befides, 
but contrary to his 7tentions., | 
2. More particalarly obterve, Thematter of his pro- 

miſe is acourteous triendly viſit, that | may come, where- 
as the intent of his minde is a crael{bloudy ad? to defbroy. 


- Such is the uſuall praZFice of w:cked men, to _viile their 


LComHy withaſhew of amity, to put goodly p4imt on a 
rotten poſt, co hide their fbayp recth with ſoft gums, and 
deadly poiſon in a gawudy box ; | 
Packs verba ferunt or cad: bus emmiamiſcent. 

their prerences are a Vaſtiag peace.,' whilſt their defigne 
is W:ygring Warre, like Abſolom, whoſewaeme ſignifieth 
aFather of peace, and yer his endeavour was tO be a feu- 
#0y of Rebellion againſt his owne: Farber, Thus Foeb 
rakeing Abner afide:, m dolo to tubke with him, pulls 
our dolowema” dagger to kill-him, and maketh. a tiff 
The preface to his /tab of Amaſa:thus Fudas,Dummulcet, 
moraes, by a cour:cous ſalute bertayeth his cMHe#er, - 
And Nero killes his <Morber wich his 4xps, when he - 
wo tends 
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tends to waſh his hendc in her bleod; ſo trucis that of all 


_ Hypocriticall friends, Melinore verbs lactss fel in corde, 


frawus.in fatFis, whilftibowey is in.their mouth, gall is in 

their hearts, and venome in their hands. Indeed it isthe 

policy of the-wicked, though malice boyl in their hearts, 

rolcr no ſcxmmerrun 'overtheir mouth, nay to have /zps 

burning with affectionate expreſſions, and wicked hearts 

full of evious cogitations, mem atrs, lingue alba, their 

tongues. flame as the fire in. charitable words, whilſt their 

mindesare black:as the coate with! miſchievous plots: 

Whar a friendly: proffer was that which Saul made to Mitioſe cogi- 

Davidof his }Denghter, upon the f11ughter of an 100 ſin nl,” 

Philiſtims, and yet his aime and hope was by that means Murimon'un 

0 have 4:ſpatched him, and inſtead of a Marriage, fo- /Þvid audainr 

ſemnized a Funeral. Herodinthe Text was uſed to this nc & fepurke- 

dſſembling art, he cauſed Arifobuius to be drowned, ! Ly. 

after a courteous invitation to a banquet : and N7icaror 

whom he received peaceably, to be ſlain ſecretly; indeed jm x tins 

ial ages there have been, and will be ravenous wolves 1nd jue Forex. 

in ſheeps cloathing, ſuch as are 'Neroes within, and Catoes 5 947 (4 to- 

without, ſuch as according tothe morall note, on: that tie, in ſubli... 

of wearing Linſey wolſey garments, undes exprefions of Them can; 

civility, hide intentions of cractty, BUS Cremarons 
What connſel! thereforer canbe more fir. in this caſe, 

then that of our $awionr, Beware of men, a duty not more” Mar.10.17. . 

needfull then difficals, ir being hard to diſcerne-an enemy 

masked with friendſhip: A. Dog that barketh may-be pre- 

vented before he bites, the Serpert.that h:ſſeth before he 

ſtings,and the Fire thay ſmoakerh before it burnzit is eafie 

toavoida knowrenemy,but:difficule ro diſcovera ſeeming. 

friend. Learne on ot; ep gy - —_— _ 

ning ſuch, When they-ſpeak faire, believethem not, for , 

thene-ave ſeven gre ore in tbeir heart , faire _—_— ps 

oft-.. 
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oft- times a tr#mpet,and makerh belief as light as her ſelf; 
but remember that as roomuch ſ#fþ/c/on is a badge of 
feare, ſo over- much credality iis a figne of folly. Many 


-there are whoſe words ſpeak them wiros, men, affable 


-men , who in their thoughts harbour 'vir#5 , deadly 
poyſon; and believe it that hatred is moſt venemons, - 


which is covered-with deceit , aperta"malitia is hurt- 


full, but operfa moſt Gangerous ; no malice ſo cur- 


-ting as that which is ſmiling. Peſfſimaum intmicitie ge- 


2 (ſaith Caſ{todorms) it is rhe worſt kinde: of enmity to 


'bean adverſary in heart, and afrienadinword; nothing'ſo 


much to be abhorred, as inimica amicicia, this envious 
amity, and therefore when ſuch ſay ave, thinke on cave, 
when their (ſalute is Jomine, remember. it is but »owine; 

Fiſtula dulce canit,uelucrem dum decipit anceps, 
if the Fowley play ſweetly, 'it is but to decerve the filly 
bird;the Panthers $kin is f4ir,but his breath infects; 8 the 


. friendſhip of Hypocrites is f«t«4.T ſhut up this with that 


ſhort and fir prayer; A Foab! eloquie, Thyeſtis conwivis, 
Iſcariotis Ave, Herodis redite, libera nos domine, From 
 Joabsconference, Thycſtes hs banquet, Ticariots ſalnte,: 


. 4nd Herods prongiſes, geod Lord deliver ws. 


3- Mcſt efpecially oblerve,. This worſb:p which-Hered 
here promiſeth; wasnotonely a c/w2//b reverence, but a ' 


.religrows adoration:, it\cannoc bezmagined, Herod would 


have gone to worſhip another.K:ng ofithe Fewes, whilſt 
himſelfeſate upon-the throne, un{cfle as apprehending 
him more than a:King.: The worſhip which here hepro-: 
feflerh, is probably the ſame with that which the Magi 
praQiied, and:that was no leflc then; Diwine. And here- 
in was the height of his Hypocrific, that while wi(chiefe 
was his errand, Religion is his' meſſenger, and piety is 
madethe mack of his cruelty. The ud he-intends is blond, 

no 
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*noleflſe then the bebes life will cure his jealoufie, and 
bloudſhed i acrying finne, it was plotted againſt no 0» 
ther then a King, and that highly aggravateth the of- 
fence, and that there might be nothing wanting to com- 
pleat his wickedneſſe , Religion ſhall be: the cover, and 
_— the ſhew of worſbipping, he reſolveth to deſtroy. 
178, 
As Spiders ſuck poyſon out of the ſweeteſt lowers, ſo 
wicked men abuſe the beſ# things to the wor# ends. 
Salas pepull, the publique good, then that, what more 
ficto be indeavoured ? and yet Ca/aphacthe high Pricft; 
made this a pretence for wwrdering the Prince of life, 11& Job.1 1.48; 
expedient that one ſhould dye for the people. 
Execution of juſtice on offenders, then this, what work 
more acceptable to Ged and good men ? yet under this _ 
colour FeXabeltalſcly «ccuſeth and condemnerh innocent * i9g37-75e 
Naboth to death. 
Liberty of ahe people, a pleafing pretext, and then; juſt 
liberties, what more defirablc 2 but under this vizard a: 
Family in Florence raiſed a mwutiny againſt: their lawfull: 
governony. | 
Charity toward: the pooy, then this, what more come 
mendable*s and yetunder this mask, Fudas hides his Jobn.1 2,46 
covetone defire of that ggntmemt, which the woman. pou. ** 
red on Chriſts fees. Fa 
Picty towards God, then this, what more emiable Fand: 
yet Luther tells us of the Anebapriffs in Germany, that: 
abuſing the #«wze of God, and pretending the fincere Ds- 
Grine of the Goſpel, they conſpired. the overthrow of- 
Mprany.:: - - ET | 
- This 44F, is doubtleſſe of all others. the moſt od/omr;. 
and ycrno lefſe »/va#Z rhen the reft, ro make: Religion a; 
Fender toall vices, Conſult _ ſacred or prophane ſto- 
| rles,. 
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ries, and:you ſhall finde Pride and Ambition, Covetouſ- 
- aeſſe and Oppreſiion, Malice and Revenge, Bleudſhed and 
Murder,Conſpiracy and Sedition;have ſtill ſhrowded them- 
ſelves under 4 religious bab:t. - 
. How oft hath:Ambirion caught hold of Religion, and 
made it a iirryp_whereby to mount into the ſadalle of 
honour ? 4+ſalos hath a great minde to graſpe the ſcep- 
ter, maketh himfclfe ſtrong by popular inſinvations, 
aſſuring the people of FeſtHce, it he were ruler; and find- 
ing-it expedient to retire for awhile from Coxnre, that he 
might look better at a diffaxce, he calls; in a religiows 
pretext to his aide, the performance of a yow at Hebron. 
| Anaſtaſius being ſuſpeRted of Hereſfie by Exphemins, 
Patriarch -of -Cenſtantipople, ſeemingly turneth Catho- 
lick, through-which meanes he advanced himſelfe ; and 
' 4: : afterward oeſt outthe orthodoxe Patriarch; and it is a 
known ory of the Monke, who being a fiſher-mans 
Son, had a.Net ſtill ſpread over his Table, in a pious 
remembrance of his meane originall, till at laſt hereby 
adyancing to the higheſt dignity, he:threw. away his 
Net, ſaying, tbe fiſh was caught , the morall is verified 
'by zoo many, who onely ſpread the Net of. Religion, 
to catch the #ſb of Preferment. SEESWE:!: 
. And as Ambition bath advanced,ſo hath Covetonſneſſe 
advantaged it (elf by a ſeeming Religion z , Demetrize the 
As 19.34 ptlyer-Yimith becomes Jezlows for Diaps; but -it: was to 
prevent the decay of his trade; and Simon Magms,though 
Aa:8:s, he ſeemvery deſirous of the gift of the Holy Ghoft,..by 
Thy the impoſition of hands,” that rather then-miſle, he wilh 
give money for it , yet it was but that he might make. 
woney of tt: : b 014 EEG DS 00:7 4: 
.; Nor hath Covetenſneſſe onely,. but pe march: | 
ed underthe 4anner-of Religion, Fergbet maketh w_ 
22971 A O 


-2Sam.15.7. 
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of a'Faſt to feed her Husbands humor, of getting Ne- Audit religis” 
boths v.neyeard: the Phariſees under pretence' of long hf age ron 


ationediſceſ4i, 
prayers, devonre widdowes wr hn and; Salvia tells us Salv. 
of an oppreſſor, who fcrupled the re#irarid» of ill-gotten Mack.12.40, 
goods, becauſe of the sbligetion of an Oath.” tg 
Will you ſee Rebellion were the Livery of Relightn?” 
obſerve Cereb, Dathaw and Abiram, tnitwuring againſt 
Moſes his dignity, under pretext of pleading for che pro* Numb. 16.1, 
ples ſanftity, © SSSI LIT 
Will you ſeerevengeina rehigioi habit? view Simeon 
and Levi, who upon condition of Cireamifien, 'offc- 
red the- Marriage of their Sifter to "B3wer," when: they 
intended a bloudy Sacrament, and a deceitful Marriage! 
hiding their cr#ety with policy , and their policy with - 
prety. |: IRE: S120 SENT NT Gans 
' Finally, Will you'Tee wwrifer: the extretiity off 'ma- 
| lice, and6laudſbtidthebeight.6f oppreficn, ' wallitd' ot - 
ver with a 7ealows paint? call to minde -FeXubels _— 
away Naboths life; undet theſhew 6F vindicating *&va 
honour; Fired making Fohn Bapiifft head pay tor the 
liberty of his 191gne; with's pretehceof keeping his Dark; Mark. 6.26," 
and this Herod endeavouring throtigh the” fained pro- 
wiſe of worſhip, to make this young Fhildea blondy ſe 
ctyfice. EIS SN KO moo Ts WTR 7 


Gen. 34-15e * 


tifull v%rgin been \d:flonyed, ard made to farve every 
baſe deſignes (o true is thatcommion ſaying, —_— 
domini 'incipit onme malam. What ffs wroN dt-been 
masked with Religitn 7 and ivhat pure of Ritig ad gk 
nor been uſed asa28ve> for fe 7 Det FRRALF ajÞ 
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Matb.4.y. 


And:traly no wonder they are ſuch profictents in theſe 


. blach Arts, who have the Devil ro be their teacher , Sa- 


”. 


makers 


#4ns beſt rrading is by Meramorphoſes, and mutations, 


he ovce changed+himſelfe from. an Ange! of light to a De- 
vill, and now many times he irausformeth himſclfe from 
a Devilltoan Angel of light, it was the courſe he crook 
with Chriſt, endeayouring to make him.tempt and dif- 


honear God, under pretence of manifeſting himſelfe 0 
be God, If thou be the Son-of God, caſt thy ſelfe downe, and 


no wonder it wickes'men being of tbe Devil, both learne 


bis 54/0, and fulfill his lafts. 


Beſides, Hypogrites well know, that this is the ſ#ref 
way to ſpeed their defignes, Goliah his Sword lyeth wrapt 
up in an Ephed, no Sword tothat, no creelty toan Hyps- 
crites, whoſe ſword lurketh in an boly Garment, and me- 


(ice.iscloathed with ſeeming deworion; indeed this is that 


which both renders them in accompliſhing more ſ#s- 
ceſſefull, and when fulfilled the more plasſible. Sedition, 
Oppreſion, Murder, are {o foul faced and ugly in them- . 
ſelves, that every one who ſeeth them, would caſt a tone 


;, arthe #Fors of them, .and therefore they never appeare + 


but in the borrowed, (bapes of Religion, and a ſeeming 
Fecal of Reformation... - -- = 
Bur ſurely no Devil to the white Dewill, and if it be 


poſlible fqr him co be worſe then bimſelfe, ir is when he 


comethi Samuels manile.. And let all iuch complexion- 

ha dawb over,not withered faces, but deformed 
vices.with falſe. colours, know that - FeF «bels paint 
maketh her the were ugly : ſinne the better it - vgs ,the 


worſe irs, and fo.mpch, he more edjowe in Gods fight, 


by how much the mare it is «dorned. And however 
vain men. may-thinke by theſe pretences to cozen the 
p#rblind world, yer they can never ſtop the wonth of cow. 
nA | | ſcience, 
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ſcience, when God wakeneth it, nor blind the eyes of 
Heaven before whom all things are nated, 2nd the day 
is coming when all theſe :F 74; ſhall be pulled off, rhis 
p4int melt away at the fire of that great day, and all 
their villevies be laid oper to the view of Mer and 


Angels, 
To winde up. this diſcourſe with this three-fold 


ConſeRary : 

1. Let not Religion be defpiſed, becauſe ſhe is thus aby- 
ſed, nor all that profeſſe it, contemned , becauſe ſome 
have perverted it. Itisa bad conſequence, Many pro- 
feſſours are Hypocrites, therefore I will be Prophane, I 
confeſle it is a ſad fumbling-block in wicked mens way 
to Heaven, when they ſee men ſeemingly Religions, ab- 
hominably wile, and under the pretence of Reformation, 
contemne all divine and humane Zeawes; but oh remem- 
ber ic is not Religion, but the ſhew of ir, which ſuch men 
take up, fince true Religion would learn them Getter 
leſfons. Let this therefore be the concluſion thou makeft 
from ſuch premiſes, abhor to be piows onely in appea- 
rence, hate to make a (bew without reality, let thy «&1- 
02s and thy profeſſion accord, and (as Paulinws told 
Severus, when he ſent for his picture, Erubeſco pingere 
quod ſum, non andeo pingere quod non ſum) beaſhamed 
to 4ppeare what thou «rt wet. It was an excellent reply 
of Liviu Drsſius tothe Archite, who ſaid he would 
build him an houſe free from «ll mens ſight, nay rather, 
ſaith he, wake it ſuch as every man may ſeeints it : Oh 
let us ſo order our words, according to our thoughts, 
our profeſſions ſuitable to our intextions,and converſation 
anſwerable to our religion, that we need not care 
though ef wes ſee, as being ſure that God ſeeth into our 


inmoſt thoughts. 
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2. What Chriſt had found from Herod, bat that God 
prevented is, perſecution under the ſhew of adoration, let 


the Charch expe&# from ber adverſaries, both on the 


Muſe,in lor. 


Ez:2.4.2. 


right and left hand, It is thenote of Msſculms upon 
the Text, ſpeaking of the wicked one, Capit necere 
Eccleſiz, ſimmulat profeftum Eccleſie, cupit extinttam glo- 
riam Dei, & (fimulas Fudium glorie, cupit & medio ſub- 
latam cultum. dei, & fimnlat promotionem cultus. The 
Devill and his inſtruments are: ſo politique, that: when 
they endeavour the raine, they pretend the purging of 
the Church, and when 'abslition is aimed at , . refor- 
mation is profeſſed. Indeed as Pyrates hangout their 
coloxrs whom they intend to ſurpriFe, ſo Hereticks and 
Schiſmaticks, when they would de#roy, lay the greateſt 


Ecclefie nomine Claime to Religion. The adverſaries of Judah and Benja- 


armemini &@ 
Contra eccleſeamn 
dimicath, Aug. 


min, ſay, Come let us. build the houſe: of God with you, 
when as their defigne was to pull down; Celfus and Am 
#iphon writing againſt «the #r#th, ſer forth their treatiſe 
cum titulo weritats, and Conradus, Vorſtizes entitu- 
leth his book De :Deo,. which is full of Atheiſme and 
Blaſphemy «g4inf# God.” The Papiſts under the name of 
the Charch, fight againſt the Church; the Brownifts, 
whilſt they gather Churches into a ſeemingly purer com- 
»wnios,ſpoylthe Charch of its union, and ſcatter it with 
djvifion.Itisafad complaint ofDrageHeſtienfis;,how ma- 
ny arc there thatſay they are of the houſe of Chri##, and 
the Church, and'yer are of Caiphas ! :Dnu0d Petrus -ne- 
gande,hos ili facinnt affirmando; they diſhonour- Chriſt, 
by profefling him, God 'is in their mouths, and the Devil 
in cheir hearts ; under thename of Chriſts Spoyſe, they 
a@ the part of a filthy herlor, and Herod.like;-they pre- 
tend to advayce Religion; that they may more cloſcly 
and effeRually deſftroy.it, —_ 


3. What 
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3- What Herod promiſed, let us performe, what he ſaid 
aeceitfully, let us att really,Come and worſhip Chriſt, Oh 
Ter us have high thonyhts of this little childe, accounting 
him a great God, and therefore to be honoured and ads- 
red by us. Wereade of a childe an 100 yeares old, this 
childe is as old as Eternity, born in time, but begotten 
before all time. Oh let us all reverexcein our thoughts, 
embrace with our affeQions, ſerve with our ſoules, and 
adore with our bodies this holy childe Feſws. 

Let us worſhip him, not as Herod, but as the wiſe wen, 

oe we with them to Bethlehem, the Temple where the 
bread of life is diſtributed, follow we the Star of Gods 
Word, and finding him let us fa dewne before him. 
Let us offer with them the gold of charity, Frankinſence 
of devotion, wyrrhe of contrition, In 4uro regem,in thure Hil: 
denm, in myrrhs bominem confitentes, Goldas toa King, 
Frankinſence as to a God, Mirrhe as to God- Man. Let 
our care be adprare corporibus, wenerari of ficis, hono- | 
rare muneribus, to honour him in our gifts, ſerve him 1 
in our wo7ſhip, adore him with our boazes, glorific him 
with all; ſo ſhall we demonſtrate our ſelves, not Foxes 
bur Sheep, not ſabtill Herodians, but wiſe meu, not ver- 
ball, but reall ſerwants of ChriF, every one of us ſaying 
from the bottom of our hearts, To th#childe of Mary, 
get Son of God, little Babe, but great Fehovah, together 
with the Father andthe Holy Ghoſt,be hononr,glory,praiſe, 
ſervice and obedience yeilded of 15, and the whole Church 


thronghont all generations, Amen. 


Mi. 


FINTIS. 


